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O/rJISSIOtY 

In the La11t neJJJUeltVt, I omi...tted a 
U!..01td that I need to teil !f-0U _ about. 
f el.i...ci...a and I we1te the fflSl/1O/v 
ch.ai...1tpe.M.0M. of the 26th. Tex.a.A Toun.. 
leavi...nff out the Wo1td "/a.A.hi.on" had u11 all 
the loun. chai...1tP,e1t110M. w'h.i...ch. we WVl.e not. 
I p1too/ 1tead -{},_at neJJJUeltVt al Lea11t -1.ix 
tunu and di...dn 't catch the omU-1.i...on. 
So1tn.!I- a6out that. Ju11t 9-ou to llhow that 
i...t i.An.'t 7ood to pn.oo/ n.ead fl-Oun. own 
mate1ti...aL 

VICT(IRJA AJS{XJATIO!V 

I would Li...ke lo te.J.L Jf0U. that I di...d 
not 9-et an!!- 1tupoM.e f1tom an~one wi...th 
n.~ltd/1 to 11.omeone pV1.pa1t i...n9- aiem-1.el. VM 
to ta/2.e ove1t th.e Vi...cton.i...a A1111oci...ati...on, i.../ 
11omethi...n9- happened to me. I UKIA 

duappoi...nted 6ecau.11e i.../ 11omethi...n'} happen-1. 
to me i...t Look.A. a.A thou.!Jh the Vi...cto1ti...a 
AM.oci...ati..on wi..LL cea11e to ex.ut. I onl!l­
hope that 11.ome o/ !f-0U thi...n/2. a6ou.t i...t and 
11ee i.../ !f-0ll. would De i...ntVtuted i...n 
caltlt!f-Wff out the taAk o/ the Vi...cto1ti...a 
AM.oci...ati..on, i../ 110, plea11e Let me kn.ow. 

BO!J J ;V(JffJ/300 

I h.ave ione thn.ou!Jh the 1931 6od!I-, 
{UJJllbe1t11 /1tom ou.n. data llheeu that all ol, 
!f-0U. have /Wed out. I have come u.p wi...t'h. 
a 9-enen.al con11e.M.u11. 8ea1t i...n mi...nd that 
thi...11 Lut ta!?£A /on. 71tante.d that the -1.ame 
{UJJllbeJI. _of V i..clo1ti..a,i we.1te made i...n each. 
month. lhu iAn. It 110 6ut the Lut [fl..VM 
U,1 11omelhi...ng, to 9--0 on. I/ !f-0U. need a 6od!l­
{UJJllbe1t !f-0ll. can choo11e one /n.om the Lut 
6u.t that doe,in'l ii...ve any ffll.an.anleu. 
S i...nce the.1te u no /lJQ!I- of. chech.i...nff, fiOU 
cou.Ldn 't piJ,1,1.i...bL!f- 6e !Jltad.ed down on -[h.u 
du.n.i...nff /u.d9-i...ng,. 

June, 1931 - 1442? 
9u.L!I- - 17424 
Au1u.11t - 20412 
Septem6en. - 2]428 
Octo6e1t - 26425 
!VovemDe1t - 29422 
!Jecem6e1t - ]2419 
ffanualt!f-, 1932- 19 

• The data -1.h.eeu have hel.ped a Lot 
and we have data on 63 Steel.back.. and 85 
leathell.Dac/211 /oil. a total of 143. What we 
can do wi...th. thu Lut u help you. an.n.i...ve 
a~ °;1'l V}f}Llle ~ll. bod!!- nu.mbVt i.../ fl-OUM u 
mUu1U1ff- /J/e can t pi...n i...t down to an ex.act 
nu.mben. 6ut we can come clo-1.e.. Jou. do have 
to kn.ow ei..thVt the 6odfl- nu.mbVI. to an.1ti..ve 
al an ~g,.i...ne rw.mDVI. Oil !f-OU have to /mow 
!f-OU.lt eniuie Oil. /ll.ame nu.mbVI. to all.1ti...ve al 
a 6 od !f nwn.6 VI.. 

TO? !tJIIT{J?I Al 

I have had 11evell.al i...n1ui..ll.i..M all to 
whV1.e the leathe.ll.bac/2 lop malV1.i...al can be 
pu.n.ch.a11ed. I am 11.on.ll.!f to te.J.L /ou. that 
thV1.e i...11 no kn.own 11up pli..en. o male1ti...al 
that u even cl0,1.e to the on.i...Ji...nal 
ma.le.1ti..al. I/ !fOU. all.e 6u.i..Ldi...ng, f1-0U.ll. can. 
/01t llhow, jj,Oll. wi..LL p1toba6Ly Lo11e a /ew 
poi.nu. Si.nee the OltL[ri...nal l1KIA a 
D1towni..llh. Jll-een male1ti...al wi...th. li...nff 11peckA. 
i...n i...t. Jou.It 6ut 6et u to 9-et 11.ome /2.i...nd 
of da!tk tan on. Li..g/it 61town male1ti...al. Some 
m'em6V1.11 leJ/ me £h.at the!i n.emembe-:i that 
the.i...n. dad 11 lop 11X1A olac/2 and othe.1t 
col..ou. I have 11eve.1tal . 11.amplu ( /n.om 
di.//ell.ent 11ou.ll.c0J and i...t l!XlA all I 
de,,1.cn.i...6ed above. /he ma.ten.i..al wi...t/, a7e 
di...d iet a Veil.fl- dan.k D1town on. almo11t 6Lac.h. 
6ut 11.ample,,1. th.at wue pn.olected /n.~m the 
Li...!Jht an..d weath.e1t llhow what I de-1.cn.Lbed. 



(1}11.. Ba11.11.y LouCk.11 w11.ote and 11.ent a 
,w,mpLe he obtained /11.om Bill Stull/72. fJ/hi..Le 
i...t iA a Li...ttLe too da11.k b11.own and no 
fJll-eenu/2 tint to i...t, i...t iA a p11.etlfj- g,ood 
mate11.i...aL to u11.e unti..L we come up wi...th 
11.omethw9- di.../{e11.ent. Bi..LL Stu11Jn., 2180 
lj_oLLJJ., !Veenah, tVI. 54956, f 4111) 739--0616. 
le.ii hLm the Vi...cto11.i...a A~oci...ati...on 11.ent 
ff-OU), 

The Steeiback iA di...//enent and JI.OU 

can obtain thw. mate11.(aL It waA. a Long, 
fJll-ain/ ~011.t ffl!_ain black mate11.i...aL o/ the 
cou11.11.e tf;pe. lhe11.e a11.e p11.e11.entLy a cou11.,1e 
and line t:;pe. ALL c.Lo11.ed ca11.,1 u,ied the 
cou11.11.~ tf!-pe and._oP.en ca11.,1 u11.ed the /we 
tfj-pe. ( (1Ja11.co !aAta11.a11. /u11.nw.hed 't.hiA 
w/on..rna.ti...on). 

I hope that thiA heip11. 11.ome o/ ff-OU, 

If eve11. any o/ 51-ou come ac11.o~ a mateni...aL 
th.at iA a g,ood 11.Ub11.ti...tute /011. the 
Leathe11.back Vi__cto11.La11.1 pLen.11.e Let me know 
and 11.end a 11.ampLe 11.0 that I can advi.Ae 
the memb eMh i__p. 

BO!JY IY{J/1BD? ?LATlS 

I have had i.n~ui__11.i...e11. a11. to whe11.e one 
can obtain the Vi__cto11.i...a Bodfl- Num6en 
pLate11.. !he onLfl- 11.ou11.ce that I kn.ow o/ iA 
a membe11. o/ the A~oci...ati__on, (1}11.. Ron 
(!Jclnto~, /2/ N. !J.ohn'1on, Vw.aLi...a, CA. 
93291, (The La11.t tLme I boug,h_t one i...t waA. 
$/0). I/ an.fl- o/ ff-OU know o{ an.fl- othen 
11.ou11.ce1 pLen.11.e "adv i.Ae me. 1 'm 11.U11.e the 
membe11.~i...p would Li.../2.e the w/onmati...on. 

lJWR SILLS 

We have 11.evenaL memben11. that w11.ote 
that the!/- have ve11.fl- g,o_od 011.i...iwaL 11.i..Lu 
that they will Lend to have 11.ep11.oducti...on11. 
made /11.om, howeve11.1 do we have an~one out 
the11.e that would ca11.e to unde11.take thw. 
ta.Akl I/ any. o/ ff-OU have an!! i...de.a11.1 

pLea11.e Let me know. One thin'}. we would 
have to £_et them to do iA make the e.a.11.Ly 
and Late F(JR!J Lo'J.o a/1 one iA ~en than 
the othe11.. ?o~i...bLy, thefl- could make one 
11.i..LL and Late11. 11.tamp the Log,o. 
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lJWR ll&l!JD? 

/!}11.. Wa11.11.en l!Jc Wi..LLi...ClfTIA, 60] ?/2ea,1ant 
lJ11.. 1 lla11.11.iAonvi..LLe, (I}{). 64701 iA Look.i.nfl:_ 
/011. a 11.UpP,Li...e11. o/ lJ0011. !leaden Wood. l 
11.U[19-e/1t that he contact Steve Cannon, 11., 
11Xl.llt ad 1 ,1, 1 / Steve doe11.n I t have i...t, 
he'LL make i...t /011. an2one that need,1 i...t. 
lluo, Wm Bond iA tdhinJ; about makw9- the 
/i]etaL lJ0011. lleade11. 1/ i...ece. I { ff-OU a11.e 
m~i...ng, thw., contact /!}11., Bond. 
(See want ad'11.). 

StJJY!>LID? LIST 

(1}011.t o/ JI-OU new mem.6en11. p11.obabL¥_ do 
'!:_Ot know 't.hat I have a ,1uppLi...en Li.At. 
!hi.A Li.At de.a.Ll1 mai...nL!I- wi...th pe/l./lon11. 011. 
compani...e,1 that have i...tem,i pa11.ti...cuLa11.Ly 
/011. the V i...cton..i...a. I wUL be happf!- to ,1end 
't.hiA Li.At to anfl-one that 11.eiue11.tl1. i...t. 

VICT(JRIII IIRTICLt 

• (1}11.. ?hi..Li...p Ie11.a11.d~ a membe11. /11.om 
C~eve. Cow.11.1 1ilo. ha11. been a6Le to keep 
hu / L/l.,1t _can.. /011. JI !f-ea/7../1.. l thi.n.h. you 
Will /ind hi.A ,1fon..y Venff wle11.e11.tw'r It 
can be found in thiA ~ue. 

R&lR S&lT CIITCII 

/!}11.. lla11.0Ld <ian..11.ett, 2008 lldoni.A Wa:;, 
Sac11.amento, CA. 95864 wn..ote to ,1ee i.../ l 
knew o/ an!l-one that made the Vi...cfo11.i__a 
n..ean.. ,1eaf. catch. No one doe11.1 that l Im.ow 
o/ 6ut i__/ an!/- o/ you, out the11.e, have an 
ex.tn..a one, pLeaA.e contact lla11.0Ld. l have 
a ,1caLe dn..awi...n<;;- on thiA and i__t 11JCU1 

i...ncluded in the dn..awing,,i that I ,1en.t out 
wdh VoLwne 4, /ilo. 2, thw. !le.a.11.. Would 
an!/- o/ JI-OU can..e to n..ep11.oduce t/,iA Ltem, 
/on.. '1ale.? 

LI <illT BU LBS 

You can b11.i...g,fiten up you11. Li...fY!tl1. Dy 
chanffWff to the loLLowing, buL6 rujjnDe/l./1.: 
Cow£ Li...g}zu #oJ, lJ~ #67, I ai..L #209 
and 811.ake #I I 29. Some o/ you ma.fl- De u11.in9-­
the,1e 6uL611. but ,1ome ma.1 not 11.0 l thoug}zt 
I'd Li.At them. You mfrJit ai'1o Li.../2.e to 
w11.i...te the num6e11.,1 ° down /011. /utu11.e 
11.e/e11.ence. 



Ml IV <iU I /00 

A 1tep_eat, doe.A anffon.e kn.ow o/ a 
11.ou1tce of Vi...cto1ti...a 1tai.nJµ1-tte1tA.? I do not 
kn.ow of an.ff but I woufd Li.he to kn.ow i./ 

an!/, o/ fi-0U _h.ave an.fl- i.n/oMlati...on on thu. 
/tk Ca1tte1t f i...te Wlk"ed thu and ~o 11.ai...d 
th.at_ h.e h.ad 11.eve1taLJeopLe 11.uw_eAt that 
th.e I udo1t Sedan.ll. cou.L 6e adapted. f 11. Li 
tll.u. e.? lJ oe11. an.:;.one h.a v e an!/, g,u w eL i.ne11. foll. 
doi.n9- th.LA.? 

S!l(XK IIBSO'R/300 

S i.nce I am th.1tou[J-h Aitowi.n[J m!f 
Vi.cto1tw, I have made a 1toad call. out o/ 
i.t. lvo, n.ot a !lot 'Rod, /u11.t mo1tt0 :wo1tth.51. 
and 1teLi.a6Le. One o/ the th.i.ngA that l 
di...d to Ullf.ll.OVe the 1tule and han.dLi.n9-- lUCIA. 

to i.nll.tal.L mode1tn Altock/J.. If an.ff of ~ou 
a1te i.nte1teAted, I have a man that rnah.e11. 
th.e Aitoc./2 D1tac.heu fo1t $75 pLu.11. Alii...ppi.nr;,­
IILL you have to do u 1tenwve ff-OU.It o:Ld 
AiiocM and i.nll.tail th.e Dn.ac.keu i.n 
exuti.n9- hoLeA. 'Jou do have to d1tW one 
hoLe th1tour ~OUll. /1ton.t ax.Le to mount one 
D1tac.het, ( each 11.i."d.e). I can [Ji.Ve th.e 
ll.h.oc./2 numbell./2. and th€.lj can. De Douaht f 1tom 
Ch.i...e/ flu.to 'Pa1tu and the 'Pep 'Boffll. /on 
about $40 /01t ail /oun. lvot Dad.. It 
1teailff 11.taDJ..i...3e11. the ll.We and mai.nLff th.e 
11.teeni.n9-: !Vo mo1te Dounci.ng, a11.ound and 
f 11.om 11.i...de to 11.we. 

lJU[5 

Thu u the Lall.t n€J!!_ll.Lettell. that ff OU 
wW 11.ecei.ve thu fl-ea11.. /he next one wUL 
De th.e !/-an.uall.ff i.Mue, Vo.£. 5, Iv o. I. It 
wW be due.A ti...me a[)-G_i.n, /he on.Lfl: memDell. 
th.at I 11.h.ow all. paffi.n[J- hu 1990 "due11. u 
{!Jti. Call.Lton. Bauman.. 

I have h.ea11.d f11.om manff mem6e1t11. to 
Let th.e due.A 11.tand at $/2 2e11. w?.nll. and 
th.e i.ni...ti.at~on /ee at $5. J i.nce0 I had n.o 
neg.ati...v.e corrmen.t about th.e due11., I' LL 
Leave Li at th.at. of couMe, IF !JOU 'Pill!) 
'JO(IR $5 1/vlTIIITIO!v FEL, !JOU !JO Ii/OT 
llllVl TO 'Pll'J Tl/AT ll<illllv. That u a one 
ti...me /ee. f 011. oLd mem6e1t,1. th.e i.ni...ti...ati.on 
f.ee 11XL11. v0Lun.ta11.ff, llbout 5dfo paw thu 
/ee and L{ an.ff o/ ffOU that haven't pai.d 
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i...t would Li.h.e to con.t11.i...bute, we'LL ta.he 
th.e $5 any ti...me. !Jue11. wW be due on 
!/-anu°;ltfl- I, 1990 and fl-OU. can paff th.e $ / 2 
anyfrme you _want. I I i...t Lil. not paw bf!­
th.e_ end ol f e.61tua11.,1:. l J ff OU wW not 11.ecei.ve 
an!f n.ewdetteM afte1t th.e !/-anua1ty U/2.ll.e. 

We al.way,11. Lo11.e memDeM becau.11.e th.eff 
11.eLL th.ei...11. call.11. and va1ti...ou11. oth.e11. 
1tea11.on11.. I/ any o/ you a11.e not 11.e . .newi.n[J 
ffOUII. mem6e.M.h.i...p, Let me th.a.nh !JOU /o11. 
~OU.II. pMt pa11.ti...ci...pati...on. each. o/ fl-OU help 
Ul you.II. own way. We do have a 9-11-eat 
01tg,an.i.1ati...on. and mo11.t of you do not 11.ee 
how .~fl- people a1te helped Dfl- th.e 
a/2./2.0C Lat LOT/.. 

------------------------
IYIITIO!Vlll IYlWS 

I AitouLd 1tem0fl ail o/ ff0U to pLan 
to attend th.e /tlllfUl !Vati...on.al. Conven.fron 
i.n _ San lJi.eg,o on !/-uLy 8-14, 1990. The 
/tJAfUl Boa11.d held a meeti.nfj- the1te and 
tou11.ed the /aci...Lltff. Be advued t.Aat th.u 
u an ext11.a ni.ce /aci...Li...t1 /on a 
~onventi...ol!:_, See .Ji<}_UII. Se.ptembe1t/OctoDen 
U/2.ue o/ /fl[. 'RUIUREJ? /01t detai.u and 
11.e._9-:utn.ati.on /011.m. I 'iJ,lla1tan1=_ee that you 
wW have the 9-11.eateAt ti...me. //2e1te w 11.0 
mu.ch. to do 'th.at you wJL Leave wi.thout 
doi.n9- eve1tffth.i.nff avai...LabLe. lluo th.e1te 
a1te OVelt fibo 11.~Wlftati_on/2. /2.0 /a11. and i.f 
:;-ou do not [fet ff0ll_ltll. i.n Vefllj 11.oon, 1101.1. 'lL 
not 9-et i.nto the ~own an!, Lountn~. 1i you 
a1te a/te1t 650 1teg,U1t1tatLonll. ff0U wJL De 
Q/j_/j_L[ffl.ed to the ove1t{Low hotel ( owned Dif 
th.e 11.ame cornpa.nyJ and th.e!f wi.LL have a 
AituttLe Dull. ioi.ng, back. and /01tth. aLL the 
ti...me. I hope to 11.ee you th.e1te. 

We wW have a Vi...cto~w A/2./2.oci.ati_on. 
meeti.n[f th.e1te. I wW ~o 6e con.ducti.ng, 
a 11.emi...n.a1t on how to ~eAto11.e Li_cen11.e 
pLate11.. 

li/O M'RI< lvlWS 

l wi...LL have /tlll'i?C new11. i.n the !/anuall.JI 
newll.Lette1t and auo at that ti...me I wi_[j_ 
9-i.ve .!f.'!..U the new 0// i._ceM i.n Doth /!Jll'RC 
wui liFIII-CA. 



/i/c]I/ /t}[JrJ/J[J? 

I 11.'!:f-eLved. a cal_l_ LCUlt nLg}tt /11.om 
IIQllKLLL. /he ientlvnnn, /tln.. 'Rod.n~ Souga 
ha.A a V Lcton.w and need.,1 help and pan.u. 
It l1X1A i..nten.MlLf!-Jf to taJ_/2_ to hLm and 
he.an. a6out hu VLcton.w. lie ,1.aLd that he 
JJ..pent oven. a $/00 cal_l_i..n.9- ail oven. to 
,w_ppLLen./J. but dLdn I t accornpLLJJ..h an1thi..n.9:­
lle dUn't tell me how he hea.11.d about the 
V Le ton.La flJJ..,1ocwHon. 

WAIIT AD SECTION 

ITEMS FOR SALE 

Paul Gilliatt, 7320 Birchett Dr., 
Prince George, Va. 23875, (804) 541-0944 
'is selling a LeBaron Bonney top kit for a 
Leatherback Victoria. Cost $104 - sell 
for $75 or best offer. He'll pay shipping 
and the kit is brand new. 

Al Sparrow has two "OS visor 
brackets for sale. "eeds plating. Also 
other "OS items. (Al needs to write to me 
and list the items and prices so can 
list them in this section). 

Hershey space 2 BE 38. 
Al Sparrow, 3810 Wood Ave., Parma, OH. 
44134, (216) 884-2444. 

Model A Wood for sale, let me know 
your needs. Steve Cannon, 1418 "C 150W, 
Sunmerfield, HC. 27358 (919) 643-7373. 

ITEMS WAIITED 

Internal parts for RH & LH doors. 
Window riser mechanism, gears, latches, 
locks, guides, etc. Drawings and photos 
would also help. 
R.D.Behm, 14250 152nd Ave., Grand Haven, 
Ml. 49417, (616) 842-2264 after 5 PM. 

Wanted, driver side RAIH GUTTER for 
Leatherback Victoria. 

Also, rear fenders for a late 1931 
Steel top cab pickup with the late 31 
bed. 

Carter Fite, 3552 Hatch Rd., Merced, 
CA. 95340. (209) 732-5977 
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Wanted: All garnish moldings, both¼ 
window frames, windshield frame original 
or reproduction, lower body panel between 
fenders at bottom of body, both dol 
locks and mechanism and window items 
(everything) for both doors. Male and 
Female dove tails, and all window 
regulators. Contact our new member from 
Hawaii: Rodney Souza, 98856 Haukecwai 
Pl., Aiea, Honolulu, Hawaii 96701. 

For your Victoria VISOR BRACKETS, 
FLOOR BOARD STEER!flG COLUMU cover plates 
and FEMALE DOVE TAILS, contact: William 
Bond, 1040 Old Squaw Pass, Evergreen, CO. 
80439, (303) 670-3283. 

have a Victoria Dome light base 
and socket, plated and ready for 
installation - $20, and I have a drivers 
side door handle in very good condition, 
ready for installation but probably not 
quite up to show condition because a few 
very small dings. Will send for 
inspection if you pay postage - $30. 
Charlie Viosca, 68 Windjammer, Frisco, TX. 
75034, (214) 370-2922. 

Wan.11.en /tlc WLLLLam,1 1 60] 
?hea,iant Dn.., lla11.11.L,1onvLlle, 
/tJO.,64701, (816) 884-401], 
/i/eed,1 the Ln,1.Lde ,1pa11.e tLn.e 
ca11.11.Le11. /011. a Leathe11.6ack 
VLcton.La. lie ha,1 two extn.a 
i wLndow ia11.nL,1h moldLni,1 
that he wLLL ,ieLL 011. tn.ade 
/11.ont 9-a11.nL,1h moLdLn9-,1. 

I would like to let the members know 
that I have just purchased the wood for 
my 1929 Roadster Pickup from Steve Cannon 
and it was excellent. I was very pleased 
with the wood, his service and the price. 
It would be nice if you members would let 
me know when you are pleased with the 
products and service of companies and 
individuals so this can be ~assed on the 
membership. 



MONTI! FIRST NO. UST 110. MONTH FIRST 110. UST NO. 

October 20, 1927 l ...... 137 5 November . . . . . . . 138 ...... 971 
January .......... 2742696 ...... 2826649 
February ......... 2826650 ...... 2940776 

December . . . . . . . 972 ...... 5275 

1928 

January ......... 5276 ...... 17251 
February ........ 17252 .... '.. 36016 
March .......... 36017 .... ;. 67700 

March ........... 2940777 ...... 31 14465 
April ............ 3114466 ...... 3304703 
May ............ 3304704 ...... 3509306 
June ............ 3509307 ...... 3702547 
July ............. 3702548 ...... 3771362 
August .......... 3771363 ...... 3883888 

April ........... 67701 ...... 109740 
May ........... 109741 ...... 165726 
June ........... 165727 ...... 224276 
July ............ 224277 ...... 295707 

September ........ 3883889 ...... 4005973 
Octob• .......... 4005974 ...... 4093995 
November ........ 4093996 ...... 4177733 
December· ........ 4177734 ...... 4237500 

August .......... 295708 ...... 384867 
September . . . . . . . . 384868 ...... 473012 1931 

October . . . . . . . . . 473013 ...... 585696 January .......... 4237501 ...... 4310300 
November . . . . . . . 585697 ...... 697829 February ......... 4310301 ...... 4393627 
December . . . . . . . . 697830 ...... 810122 Ma~h ........... 4393628 ...... 452083I 

1929 April ............ 4520832 ...... 4611921 
May ............ 4611922 ...... 4695999 

January .......... 810123 ...... 983136 June ............ 4696000 ...... 4746730 
February ......... 983137 ...... 1127171 July ............. 4746731 ...... 4777282 
March ........... l 127172 ...... 1298827 August ............................ . 
April ............ 1298828 ...... 1478647 September ........ 4777283 ...... 4824809 
May ............ 1478648 ...... 1663401 October .......... 48248 I 0 ...... 4826746 
June ............ 1663402 ...... 1854831 November ........ 4826747 ...... 4830806 
July ............ 1854832 ...... 2045422 December ........................... . 
August .......... 2045423 ...... 2243920 
September ........ 2243921 ...... 2396932 1932 
October .......... 2396933 ...... 2571781 January .......... 4830807 ...... 4842983 
November ........ 2571782 ...... 2678140 
December ....... 2678141 ...... 2742695 

February ......... 4842984 ...... 4846691 
Ma~h ........... 4846692 ...... 4849340 

Lowell. Bodj J Reveal.//.. Uppe11. Bo~, Belt 
and frloul. i..n9-

Stn.i..pe 

B 11. ew//.. tell. <i11.een frledi..u.m B l.ac/2. Apple <i11.een 

Fo11.d frJa.11.oon Bl.a.ck Ve11.mi..l. i..on. 

Kewanee (i 11.een ll./2.poi..n t <i 11.een Apple <i 11.een 

Chi..cl.e iJ11.a6 Cop11.a i) 11.a.6 Tacoma C11.eam 

Bl.a.ch. B l.ac/2. Apple <i 11.een 

Thi..4 frla.11.oon leathe11.6ack wi..th C11.i..m4on 
wheel.4 6eLon9-4 to frJ11.. J.W.RummeL o/ 
<il.endal.e, CA. A vell.f ni..ce Loo/2.i..ni 
Vi..cto11.i..a. 

,. 
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Will "Old Faithful" Ever Get Restored? 

It's hard to believe that 31 years have gone by since I found 
and bought my '31 Victoria for $250 .. I bought the car because I 
liked old cars and not because it was a Model A or Victoria, 
which didn't mean anything to me at that time. It became my 
first car, my learning car, my college car and a buddy. During 
my college years, I spent time getting the car in reliable 
working condition even though it ran when I bought it. As a 
boy, I lived in a two bedroom apartment with a family of six and 
no garage. Therefore, I rented a garage four blocks away where 
I housed the car and worked on it. As I went through college, I 
had no place to study after the libraries closed and therefore, 
I resorted to going to my garage and sitting in the back seat of 
my Victoria with a droplight inside and a heavy coat (many times 
snowing outside). 

Well, by my senior year I was determined to put the car on the 
road and use it for transportation, which I did. She ran great 
and didn't let me down. I, therefore, appropriately named her 
"old faithful". By now I was introduced to the Model A club in 
Boston, Massachusetts, where I lived and at that time realized 
what I had in "old faithful". I.joined the club and began 
appreciating my Vicky even more. It became more than just an 
old car for transportation but a "buddy". 

After graduating college in 1961, I bought my first everyday 
modern car (a red ·57 Chevy 4-door hardtop which I wish now I 
had kept). Now my Vicky - "old faithful" - was used as an 
antique for club activities only. 

In 1965, I was transferred to Dallas for only a year and, 
therefore,· left "old faithful" behind at home in Boston. I 
joined the Model A club in Dallas and missed my car very much. 
After returning to Boston, I felt the timing was right t6 really 
restore the car. Then in 1967, I was transferred to Los Angeles 
where I thought I would be for 1-2 years. Again, I left "old 
faithful" in Boston. It. was still registered and running and I 
would drive it on return visits to Boston. The 1-2 years became 
5 years and at that point I missed my Model A so much (even 
though I joined the L.A. club) that I went out and bought a :30 
deluxe Roadster which I semi-restored in L.A. and still have 
today with me. "Old faithful" was now taken off the road and 
preserved in my parents garage. Well, the 5~years became 9 
years, after which I was transferr~d to Atlanta, Georgia. I 
took my '30 Roadster with me and thought maybe now·s the time to 
get "old faithful" back with me and. restore it. Wrong again .... 
I was so i~volved with my job that I didn't have time for much 
"old car" fun other than club tours, which I did participate in. 

Then in 1979, I 
Washington, DC. 
"old faithful". 
became pregnant. 
restoration. 

was transferred again (same company) 
I took my Roadster with me but kept 
While in Washington, I got married, 
That obviously now put a damper on 

to 
thinking of 
and my wife 
any Model A 



) 

7 

You guessed it -- after three years in DC I was transferred back 
to Atlanta, Georgia and got used to married life. After four 
years in Atlanta, everything was starting to settle for the 
first time where my job was not overdemanding, we were settled 
as a family and I had some money which I-felt I could spend on 
"old faithful". Therefore, I started laying down the best of 
plans. "Old faithful" was finally going to be restored! 
Everyone in the Model A club was excited about helping me tear 
down a car that was never restored. I had airline tickets for 
my son and myself to fly to Boston (the Vicky was still 
preserved in my parents garage). I had lined up a moving truck 
to ship the car to Georgia, and by now I was really getting 
excited about rolling out the car, taking pictures of it with my 
four year old son ... figuring this would be his car someday. 
Then, two days before we were ready to fly to Boston, the 
trucking company called me and said "sorry, but other cars 
cancelled out and my car couldn't be shipped for another 
month"'. Well I waited 20 years, what's another month!! 

Are you ready for this? ... Two weeks later my boss came to 
visit me and said, "We're closing the office in Atlanta and we 
want you to go to St. Louis!" At that moment, I know that "old 
faithful" would have to wait some more. In a way I now am 
thankful that the trucking company postponed shipping my car 
because if they didn"t, the car would have been totally torn 
down and parts farmed out everywhere all over Georgia, with me 
in St. Louis. --- At least the car is still intact and l m now 
starting to make plans again. ---- Will I make it this time? - - -
Your guess is as good as mine! It may end up being my 
retirement project, but at least I still have the (.:ar (my fir;:;t 
car) and my son is as excited about restoring it as I am ... so 

. • l ? ... wno Knows. 

I know one thing thats for sure, when the car is finally 
r~stored (whenever that is), it will be a surprise to Model A 
club friends that I've made in Massachusetts, Texas, California. 
Georgia, Virginia and Missouri. They all feel that the car 
doesn·t exist and you know, I'm beginning to wonder about it 
myself: 

A frustrated Model A enthusiast. 

Philip N. Ierardi 



The two photo,1. 
at the ll.i..iht all.e 
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P. hot o o I, h L--1. 
Leathell.back VLctoll.i..a. 
The cLo--1.e up o/ 
the top ~i..ve,1. iood 
detaLL o/. how i..t 
L--1. i.n--1. taLLed. 

I would a--1.h aLL 
o/ ff-OU to --1.end 
photo,1. o/ fi-OU!l. 
Vi.ctoll.i..a,1. ,1.0 I 
can ll.Un th i.m i..n 
thi..--1. photo --1.ecti.on. 

Remembell., iood iuaLLtfl­
photo,1. copfl- well. 

Be --1.ull.e to wll.i.te 
fi-OU!l. name on the 
photo,1. and ,1.end 
an!/- i..n/oll.mati..on 
ff-OU have to i..ncLude 
wi.th the photo4.. 
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ThL,1. nLce ~all.oon and 
Black SteeLback wLth 
black wheeL,1. beLo!tjj,1. 
to ~ll.. Tom Bofl-d of 
II LLL,1.b Oll.O, NC. 

At the 1988 AACA #atLonaL 
~eet at the Chall.Lotte 
~otoll. Speedwafl-, Tom 
took 2nd f/uni..oll.. 
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Originally Issued in 1976 

DALLA$ MODEL 11A11 FORD CLUB, INC. 

VEHICLE SAFETY STANDARDS 

Purpose: To establish a set of minimum safety standards for Model 11 A'' 
Fords driven on today's Highways. To create an awareness in the mind 
of the Hode1 11A11 owner concerning the safe operation of his antique 
veh1c1e 1n modern day transportation and the discerning public atten­
tiop during this bicentennial year. 

I Brakes 
a) Must have two {2) means of apply1ng brakes. 
b) Emergency brake must ho 1 d on gradua 1 incline. 
c) Foot brake must stop vehicle within ll feet at 20 MPH. 

II Exhaust System 
a) Must be c~mp1ete (manifold, muff1er and tail pipe). 
b} Ta11 pipe must extend to rear axle. 
c) No exhaust leaks should be evident. 
d) Exhaust sound or gases should not be annoy1ng or offensive. 

III Glass 
a) Windshields shall be equipped with safety or heat tempered 

glus. 
b} Visibility through all w1ndows shou1d be unimpaired 

(judgement factor). 

IV Horn 

V 

VI 

a) In good working order providing warning signal equivalent 
to original volume. • 

Responsible Or1ver Data 
a) Current operators license. 
b) Va11d license plates properly mounted front and rear on 

registered vehicle. 
*c) Minimum Public Liability Insurance verification (may be 

verbal statement). 

L 1 ghts 
a) Headlights in good working order (ref1ectors should not 

be badly tarnished). 
b) Tail light or lights in good work1ng order. (Recommend 

6CP lamps #81, ove~ 3CP #63*.) 
c) Stop lights in working order. 

· d) Parking lights in working order. 
ef) Rear license plate properly illuminated with white light. 

) Turn si~nals operational or demonstrated knowledge of hand 
signals as approved by Texas law. 

g) A red reflector must be present on the rear of the car. 
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Dallas Model 11 A" Ford Club, Inc. 
Vdhicle Safety Standards Page -2-

VII 

VII I 

Rear V1ew Mirrors 
a) Inside car - properly silvered for good unobstructed 

viewing. 
"'b) Outside car - in work1ng order 

Windshield Wipers 
a) Operable from ins1de driver's position and in good working 

order. 
b) Blade rubber in good condition. 

IX Safety Equipment 
a) 2 1/21 minimum fire extinguisher of dry chemical type 

class 5-BC or equivalent. 
*b), M1n1rnum of two30 minute road flares when touring. 

X Front End/Steering/Shock Absorbers 

b Steering linkage properly tightened. 
al No excessive king pin play. 

c Steering wheel play - should not exceed 1 1/2 11 - 2" maximum. 
measured at the steering wheel rim. 

*d) Working shock absorbers. 

XI Tires/Wheels 
a) Good condition with no bulges, breijks or thrown tread. 
b) Tread depth in no piece should be less than 1/16''. 

• (Check with Lincoln penny - if top of head visible1 
tire is not acceptable.) 

c) No cracked or badly bent wheels, 

XIII Fuel System 
a) No leaks inside car 1e. guage, shutoff, line, connections. 
b} No leaks engine compartment 1e. filter. lines, carburator 

body. 

• Recommended 

3/76 



KEADINC Tl IF AMMFIEI{ SCALE 

I - Nll 111ovc111ent oft he po11i ter with the ig111 t io1i key tu r 11ed "on" J rid the 
c11g111c is being started or a steady "Discharge" reading. Engiric !ails 1n 

start. 
2- N,> "Charge" reading while the engine is running or idling rapidly to 

111>1111ally allnw the generator to produce chargingcurrenl for the hallcry. 
_i,- ·11ic pointer indicaies f11II "l>isch:11gc" when an electrical circuit is 

turned "on"_ 
4- ll1e pointer imlicates an ahnmnial "Discharge" with the engine idling 

or stopped. 
S. ;\ small "Discharge" reading is indicated with the engine running rapidly, 

increasing with the use of lights or horn. 
()- No "ll1arge" reading with the engine running rapidly, followed by 

intermittent "Charge" readings on !he anuneler scale. 
7- ·nie engine cuts out intermittently or stops after running a short time 

with nuctualio11s of !he pointer on the ammeter scale. 

\Q 

WI IAT TO LOOK 1'"01{ 

I- Witl1 1g111t11>1i c11rre1it !lowing tl11ough the amrnetn, the pointer should 
lluctuate ;1s the engine is being turned over, indicating !he ignition 
hrc:1ker pll111t, :11c i11tcrr11pti11g the llow of current in the primary igni­
trllr1 urc111t. Sec th;1t the key is t11r11ed "011". Clteck tire ignition breaker 
purr1t, to sec tltat tltcy open and close as the engine is <:ranked. Check 
lor loose co11ricct1ons :11 the ignition coil tertllinals, junction box term-
1rials arid tile ignition switch. Ila 11ormal "D1sch:irgc" reading is indicated 
wltc11 t lie liglt ts arc turned "011" and the st art er mot or operates normally, 
the pms1hilily or l1H1se balte,y 01 starter switch terminals is not loo 
likely.;\ s111:ill steady "Discharge" reading might i1idicate ignition break­
er !1"1111, tlt;it Liil to ope11, a complel_ely '\horlcd" ignition condenser 
"' :i '\li"rt" :it tile lkxihk wire ltetwcl'n lite pl;11e, inside the distrilrn-
1,>1 IH,dy 

'· ;\11 llpcri ge11e1ator c11c11it, posstlily a broken wire in !he l(eneral<H, 
h1uslies l;1,l111g to ~e:11 1H1 lite c1Hlllllllt:t!or bars. open ge11c1ator windings 
"' :1 lllosc tJ1ttp11t tcrmi11;1i. l';1ilt11c of lite c11t-011t contacts to close. 'Ilic 
l:1ttcr rnay he checked witlt a "j11r11per wire", ro1111ectcd to each cul-olll 
tc1111111;il. tr tire a1111neter 111diratcs "Clta1ge" at a Ll'>i engine idle, c111-rn1l 

latl11re is indicated. 111 an etllergency, the "jumper wire" may be left in 
place acros; the cul-011t terminals. TI1e "iumper wire" must be removed 
when the engine is stopped lo prevent generator failure. If no reading is 
seen, replace the generator. 

_l- il1e ammeter indicates full "Discharge". Cut-out contacts fail lo open, 
tlisconnecl either terminal on !he cul-out as the ballery will discharge 
througlt !he generator hurning it oul. ;\ possible "short in the inslru-
111cnt panel, main wiring harness or lamp housings. Turn all switches 
"oil". If the ''shml" is still present as indicated hy !he ammeter or 
smoke from wiring, disconnect !he hallery cahle al the grounded end. 
111 case of a real emergency, disconnecl the battery cable al !he starter 
switch terminal or cut the wire running from the starter terminal to !he 
junction box. 

To locale the "short", disconnect suspected electrical circuits, unplug 
headlights one at a time, tail lamp plugs, horn wires, instrument panel 
wires, elc. As each circuit is disconnected, touch the hatlery cable to lhe 
hatlery post, if a spark is seen, the short is still presenl. All switches must 
be "off"_ Make a visual check for hurnt wiring also. 
4- Check lhe generator cut-out contacts for failure lo open. 
5- ·n1e generator is not connected to the battery circuit due lo loose 

connections or cut-out failure. Possible generator failure or a hroken 
fan helt. If !he fan belt breaks. engine temperature will rise. TI1ese two 
indications will say "13roken fan belt" without raising the hooJ 1 

(,. Cut-out contact may he too great, resulting in the opening and closing 
of the cul-out contacts as the generator output varies with engine 
speed_ 

7- Lnose terminals al !he ammeter or inside the junction box. Tighten the 
a111meter stud nuts after the wires arc removed. ·nieu lighten the nuts 
for the terminals of !he wires firmly. Lock washers will help keep 
connections light. 
Feel the inslrumenl panel around the ammett:r, loose connections 
creale !teal, indicating trouble al the am111eter. ·111is is a co111mon source 
of trouble !hat is easily overlooked. 

CONCLUSION 

Learn to read !he ammeter scale when everything is normal. TI1is will 
be very helpful 111 reading the am111eter scale when things arc abnormal. 

HARRY'S EARLY FORD PARTS 
8175 West Evans Creek Road 

~

ogue River, Oregon 97537 
(503) 582-0526 

onrmu DESK 
8011-833-2580 

~ 

... ... 
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WIPER HARDWARE 

ARMS - ORIGINAL STYLE 

ELECTRIC 
I.D. 
NO. 

ELECTRIC (FLAT) TENSION ARM - CAO PLATE ......................... ~········· $9.95 E-1 
(INCLUDES SPECIAL SQ. HO. TENSION BOLT-KNURL KNOB & COTTER) 

VACUUM 
6-1/4" BLACK - CLIP TYPE - 1930-1 CLOSED CAR & SOME 1932 MODELS ........... . 4.95 A-1 

6-1/4" CHROME CLIP TYPE - SOME 1932 - SEDAN & PICKUP MODELS .............. . 5.95 A-2 
6-3/4" BLACK - CLIP TYPE - 1930-1 STD. OPEN CARS & 30-1 SEDAN ............. . 4.95 A-3 

6-3/4" CHROME CLIP TYPE - 1930-1 DELUXE OPEN CARS ........................ . 5.95 A-4 
7-1/2" BLACK CLIP TYPE - 1932-34 CARS & TRUCKS ........................... . 5.95 B-3 
7-1/2" CHROME - CLIP TYPE - 1932-34 CARS & TRUCKS ........................ . 5.95 B-4 

➔ 8-1/4" BLACK - CLIP TYPE - 1931 VICTORIA/SLANT-WINDOW SEDAN ............... . 4.95 A-5 
8-1/4" CHROME - CLIP TYPE - 1931-32 DELUXE SLANT WINDOW SEDAN ............ . 5.95 A-6 
8-1/4" CHROME COVERED STYLE "A" & "V-8" IN PROCESS ....................... . 9.95 

All SPRING TENSION CLIPS WITH ORIGINAL TYPE LETTERING 

BLADES 
8-1/4" BLACK WITH COTTER HOLE - ELECTRIC WIPERS ........................... . 5.95 A-10 

~6-1/4" BLACK - SINGLE RIVIT - 1930-1 VICTORIA - TOWN SEDANS .............. . 5.95 A-11 
6-1/4" CHROME - SINGLE RIVIT - 1930-1 400A - 68B-C ........................ . 6.95 A-12 

~6-1/4" BLACK-DOUBLE RIVIT - OCT-DEC 1931 VIC-TOWN SEDAN 32 & 4 PICKUP ..... . 8.95 A-13 
-..6-1/4" CHROME - TWO RIVIT - OCT-DEC 1931 VIC-TOWN SEDAN - SOME 33-4 CARS .. . 9.95 A-14 

7-1/4'' BLACK - TWO RIVIT - 1932-4 STD. SEDAN/PICKUP ...................... . 8.95 B-5 
7-1/4" CHROME - TWO RIVIT - 1932-4 DELUXE SEDANS ......................... . 9.95 8-6 
7-1/2'' BLACK - DOUBLE RIVIT - 1932-4 STD. OPEN CARS ...................... . 8.95 A-15 
7-1/2" CHROME - DOUBLE RIVIT 1932-4 DELUXE OPEN & CONV. CARS .............. . 9.95 A-16 
8-1/4" BLACK - SINGLE RIVIT 1929-31 CLOSED & STD. OPEN CARS (ALSO 1935) .. . 5.95 A-17 
8-1/4" CHROME - SINGLE RIVIT - 1930-1 DELUXE OPEN CARS ................... . 6.95 A-18 
8-1/4" BLACK - TWO RIVIT - OCT-DEC 1931 (& 32-4) CLOSED & STD OPEN CARS ... . 8.95 A-19 
8-1/4" CHROME - TWO RIVIT - OCT-DEC 1931 OPEN CARS - 1932-4 DEL. CLOSED CARS 9.95 A-20 

ALL BLADES ARE ASSEMBLED WITH FIVE PLYS RUBBER, MULTI-COLORED (BLACK-GREY-RED) AS nRIGINAL. 
BLADES (& CLIPS) ARE PAINTED BLACK OR CHROMED AND HAVE ORIGINAL LETTERING EMBOSSED AND ARM 
CLIP RIVI TED ON. THE SPECIAL DOUBLE RIVIT ARM CLIP USED AFTER SEPT. 1931 HAS THE LETTERING 
AS ORIGINALLY ISSUED. 

THE SQUARE. END OF THE ARM (WITH 3 BENDS) FITS THE BLADE. CLIP THROUGH THf_ OPEN E.ND INTO lflf. 

SQUARE. HOLE. THE TENSION CLIP FITS INTO A GROOVE ON WIPE.R SHAFT & ANGLED lND OF ARM GOES 
INTO SHAFT HOLE.. THE TENSION CLIP MAY HAVE TO BE POSITIONED FIRST DEPENDING ON MODEL. DD 
NOT CRIMP BLADE CLIP TIGHT AS THIS STYLE. IS DESIGNED TO WORK AS A FLIP-FLOP CHATTE.R-FREl 
WIPING ACTION. ON OPEN CARS CHECK THAT TOP HEADER DOES NOT INTE.RFE.RE WITH BLADE MOVE.ME.NT. 

'AU THE NT IC WI PER HOSE . ' II ' ' ' l•l111l\lJ!l!\1{0 

CLOTH IMPRESSION FINISH BLACK GUM RUBBE.R - LIMITED SUPPLY 

PRICES SUBJECT ro CHANGE. - SHIPPING/HANDLING $2.00 

A & l ?a~t~ SpecLaLtLe~ 
Canton, ConneclLcut 06019 

" 

$1.SO FT 

TN 
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When the Model A Ford was first 
delivered in early 1928 it was, for a 
while, really a "sp~edster," with greater 
practical speed and power than most 
other cars then on the road. 

Those who drove those early Model 
A Fords had the thrill of driving a car 
that could pass almost every car on the 

road. But that thrill passed. Because, ~hen other car makers 
found the Ford so much faster. they speeded up their cars by 
adding extra cylinders ( changing from 4 to 6 cylinders, as 
in Chevrolet, or from 6 to 8-cylinders, as in many other 
makes\ .. As thP. chid engin~r for one expensive maker told 
us, "We had to add a supercharger - to keep the Model A 
Fords out of our hair!" 

While o~ners who compete for prizes like to keep their 
Model A Fords in "original factory lune"; there are other 
owners of Model A Ford who use the highways more fre­
quently and may wish to tune up their cars for greater speed 
and power, in order to keep their cars more nearly in accord 
with modern speeds of driving in traffic. 

There are two ways of doing this; (a) By the use of 
"special equipment." In the early Thirties, m1.Jch sperial 
equipment was made for Model A Ford engines; such as 
16-valve cylinder heads, special carburetors, etc. But this is 
now usually more difficult to find than some parts for spec:I'.! 
models of Model A Fords. Although you may find them by 
chance ... when looion[; fo~ pans for the car. 

The Model T Ford had a compression ratio of only 3.6-
to-one and one of the reasons for the increased speed and 
power of the Model A f-ord was the use of 4.22-to-one com­
pression ratio. 

However, that is still a very modest compression ratio, 
as compared with compression ratios nearly twice as high 
on some modern cars - made possible by the improved anti­
knock qualities of modern gasolines. 

It is, of course, more difficult to make as much improve­
r>1ent on & Model A as it was on a Model T. Because the 
Model A starts al a higher level of engineering. When the 
maximum speed of a Model T was only 40 to 45 miles an 
hour, it was not too difficult to make ch11-nges that would 
give 60 mile speeds, a SO percent increase! 

Since Model A Fords began where Model T "speedsters" 
left off, it is more difficult, but not impossible, to make some 
improvements in the Model A since it was designed for the 
"average" driver. 

But since the readers of this magazine are not ave,·age 
drivers, there are some "modifications" which can he, made 
lo increase the speed of Model A Fords ... without the use 
of the special equipment that is now so difficult to find. 

We all know there may be considerable difference in 
performance between several Model A Fords as found on 
the road. Some may be only capable of 55 miles an hour, 
while others can do as. much as 70 or 72 miles an hour ... 
and the difference may· not all be in the speedometers! 

If the difference is not due to worn parts, it may be du-: 
to differences in one or more "adjustments" on the car. 
Tuning up for increased speed is a fine art, which requires 
c~•e be eiven lo those little details which may make a big 
d1ff~rence at high spe'eds, that things then happen so fast 
that accuracy is essential. 

In the 1930s, Ford dealers often delivered cars with the 
ignition slightly retarded. as a wise protection for the engine 
when it was new and stiff. As delivered from the factory, it 
was customary to have the breaker points separate when the 
spark lever was pulled down to the third notch. 

But after a rebored block and new pistons have been in 
use for 500 to a thousand miles, the spark advance can 
often be increased to advantage by having the breaker 
points open when the sp11rk lever is at the iirst notch; thus 
securing more speed and power and more economy in fuel 
consumption. 

Model T owners often "planed off' some metal from 
the bottom of the cylinder head to raise the compression 
ratio. But, better check carefully before trying this on a 
Model A cylinder head! Because limited clearance ( between 
surface of the cylinder head and the valves) may cause the 
valves to strike when they are open. And double-check, if 
you have increased the "lift" of the valves by changing the 
contour of the cams. Also, check for carbon on tops of 
v11lve5. 

Other Model A owners tried increasing the compression 
by milling off the bottom of the cylinder head on a "slant." 
But this involved troubles with cylinder head bolts. 

@ 

Distributor brush widened oy meul strip 

Robert M. Roof 
told us that, when a 
certain modified Mod­
el A failed to devel­
op expected speed. 
after trying various 
carburetor and valve 
changes, he suspected 
the ignition. He found 
that the spark was 
jumping entirely from 
one side of the dis­
tributor brush, thus 
"stretching out" the 
spark and causing a 
weaker spark at the 
plugs. The remedy? 

It was simple. Mr. 
Roof soldered a piece 
of metal lo the side 
of the distributor 
brush, thus extending 
its range of action. In 

order to allow a still greater range, for starting and idling, 
he also soldered a bit of metal to the other side of the dis­
tributor brush, see sketch. 

Our own method, of increasing the spark range on 
Model A Ford~. has Leen to file wider notch (in the base 
of the distributor he;uslllg) so that the distributor case 
could be moved through a wider range; thus causing the 

Our own method, of increasing the spark range on 
Modd A Fords, has been to file wider notch ( in the base 
of the distributor housing) so that the distributor case 
could be moved through a wider range, thus causing the 



breaker points to open al a different relative position with 
regard to the crank­
shaft. However, when 
this is done, we 
should also widen the 
distributor brush. 

Many drivers use 
ffcE only two positions for 
"'H the spark lever-eith­

er "full retard" for 
~~1,:1°~0~1~~sos 1!!de~n th~•s~;~~~~o, housing - starting and "full ad-

vance" for all other 
running. But more intelligent drivers move the spark lever 
in accordance with changes in speed and load over a wider 
range and secure better results. 

Gap between breaker points should be set at usual .018 
to .022 inch. Some consider the smaller gap preferable for 
high speeds to secure greater duration of contact. 

Experiments may be made as to the gap between spark 
piug points, although the standard gap of .032 to .035 inch 
is generally preferred. For high speed, the wider gap is 
often better as it seems to give a larger spark, tending to 
secure quicker ignition. 

If you wish extremely high speeds and do not mind 
risking an ignition coil, take a spare coil with you in the 
car and experiment with spark plug gaps of .040 and even 
. 050 inch' This throws a severe strain on the i;;nition coil 
and, when a coil then breaks down, the coil is not necessarily 
defective ... it has just been abused. 

If spark plugs have been in use for 10,000 miles or 
more, they should be replaced. 

Camshaft End-

~~\~.£ ·,;;:~c;:~: ~ ~ 
gines which ran well 
at moderate speeds 
but seeme<l to lose 
power at high speeds. 
This has sometimes 
been found to be due 
to a "weak spring" al 
the front end of the • M, 

camshaft. This weak Weak 10rin1 allows um,h•lt to movo lorw,rd. 
spring· a 11 owed the cM,nginll tim,ng. 

camshaft to move forward, due to the end thrust of the 
slanting or helical gears, and altered the valve timing! The 
remedy i~ to install a r,(:w spring. 

Condenser ... When breaker points separate, the excess 
current (due to self-inductance in the primary windings of 
the coil) is dumped into the condenser. Since Ford con­
densers have been chosen for best general results, at from 30 
to 60 miles an hour, isn't it possible that a condenser of 
greater capacity, (to take care of the quicker break at higher 
speeds) might give better results for high speed use? 

FACTORS AFFECTING SPEED 

I. Air pressure in tire,;. I l. Distributor. 
2. Alignment of wheels. 12. Coil. 
3. Dragging bralccs. 13. Camshaft cndplay. 
4. Chassis friction. 14. Tappet clearance. 
5. Chassis lubrication. 15. Lealcy valves. 
6. Engine lubrication. 16. Leacy p:sto11 1 ings. 
7. Spark: advance. 17. Carbon 1n engine. 
8. Breaker gap. 18. Carburetor adjustment. 
9. Spark plug gap. 19. Gasoline. 

10. Conden~r. 20. Engine warmed up. 

Courtsey 0F the :100CL "A" 
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Earlier Model A Fords had slightly different condensers 

than those used on later models. as can be checked by num­
bers stamped on the condensers. Srnce condensers arc inex­
pensive, it might pay to install a new one. The Ford coil 
should also be checked. as a w,-ak coil will noticeably affect 
the power of the engine by r:aus1ng partial misfiring at high 
speeds even though firing regularly at slow speeds. 

Timing the Ford 
Di..strihutc>r . Break 
off the spring brush 
from an old Model A 
distributor rotor, by 
bending back and 
forth. Drill a 7/16 inch 
hole in the center of 
the rotor and saw off 
one side ~ shown. Us­
ing this rotor, when 

timing gives a firm grip on the rotor, so the cam cannot 
rp0v..- -,hil~ ynu tighten th" lock;_ng sr.rew. The cut side of 
the rotor allows you to see the action of the points. 

Tappet Clearance, Compression ... Of course, tappet 
clearance should be checked ( with piston 21/s inches down 
on its stroke) to standard .010 to .013 inch clearance. And 
compression should be teste<l, either by starting crank or 
with use of a compression gauge to see whether compression 
and power are being lost past pistons or valves . 

Carburetor If car is an earlier Model A, it may 
be worthwhile to install a "single venturi" as used on the 
later models, rather than the double venturi which was used 
on earlier Model A carburetors. Also check gasoline level. 
Examine the main jet to see if it is free from dirt. Also, 
that no one has tampered with it! The original orifice in the 
jet usuallv gives best results. 

Tire f'ressure . . While 35 pounds -air pressure 1s 
enough for average driving, 40 pounds is suggested for cars 
driven at higher speeds. Pressures less than 35 pounds have 
a decide<l retarding effect on car speed as it makes the car 
climb a "rubber hill." As you may remember ,if you ever 
pedalled a bicycle with a soft tire 1 

Wheel Alignment ... An important factor in speed. 
It wastes power to shove wheels along the road at an angle, 
when the alignment is not perfect. Wheels should roll rather 
than slide along. 

Experts have told us that cars with perfect "power line" 
alignment, ( including transmission, drive shaft and clutch J 
and which seem to be a little "loose in the joints" are ape to 
be faster than those in which there is some binding due to 
misalignment of pa.rts. 

Brakes . . With six brakes to ensure quick stops. be 
sure that none are dragging because of worn bearings. Feel 
temperature of brake drums after a long, fast, non-stopping 
drive. Ease of pu~hing car on level road, or the rolling dis­
tance when stopping, are quick checks of brake adjustment. 
Also check front wheel bearings. 

Lubrication ... Another factor in easy running. Did, 
gummed oil should be washed out. But do not use too light 
an oil or parts will not be properly lubricated. Some drivers 
like to use castor oil - but here it is every man to his taste. 

Gasoline . Since there are often considerable differ• 
ences between the mileages obtainable with different makes 
of gasoline. it is logical to expect some but perhaps not equal 
differences in speed. Some gasoline refiners supply a gasoline 
with higher anti-knock rating in hilly than in level country. 
so experimentin~ with focal fuels is the best answer. Other 
experiments can be made with methanol, benzine, etc. 

For~ Owners of Canada 
t ( _j C : •, '·> ) h {' p 4 >. 
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I'M FINALLY FINISHED! AREN'T I? 

After four years, I am finally finished with the restoration of my 31' 
Victoria Leatherback or am I? 

It all started when looking for a body for a chassis I was putting 
together from donated parts, flea market jewels and mail order gems. While 
pouring over an interesting table of model A flea market items, I saw it! 
It was parked against the back of the flea market field, a "For Sale" sign 
prominently displayed on the windshield. 

After looking it over for an hour or so with a host of others, I knew 
I just had to have it, even thought I had to be told what it was. "A 
Leatherback?", I responded. "Must be rare huh?". I was hooked! 

Well after four years of restoring the car with the goal of putting 
together a reliable driver for parades and tours, I thought I was finished. 
Then I had it judged in a local car meet. I thought I had a chance to at 
least place but the competition turned out to be quite stiff. Last year's 
winner at Hershey, a Deluxe Roadster and a 29' Pheaton restored 
professionally this year, took first and second place. Third place went to a 
nicely restored Victoria Leatherback. 

I left disappointed, talking to myself all the way home. Once back in the 
garage, I looked at my car with a different eye. I immediately decided 
changes were in order! I started by swapping a fair 30-31 hood for some 
cash and a generator to replace the aftermarket generator I had. A 
plated cutout is to be installed in place of the painted one and the quail 
radiator cap with the thermometer (located you know where) was replaced 
with a standard cap. The 58 year old radiator was removed to fix that last 
little leak and all the grease fittings were replaced with original style ones. 
I'm planning to repaint the front fenders after improving the lower edge 
bead and replace one piece of glass which is chipped on the top edge. 

The list goes on. So am I finished? Not yet! But some day I hope to be. 

[· bf!. - !Jean Lartllon - I/an/Lon, PJA.} 

Unti.l. next ti.me, 




