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*** THAIIKS TO • PAUL SUllD *** 

Paul Sund did a fine job of filling in for 
me by editing and producing the July 
newsletter. I certainly do appreciate all of 
his ~ffort. Many thanks Paul from all of the 
membership. 

*** GREAT AMER I CAIi RACE *** 

The 1990 Great American Race is now 
history. It was so nice seeing many of the 
members that came to see me. at the various 
stops along the way. 

For those of you that plan to do the race 
sometime. I'll tell you that it is a fun thing 
to do and a lot of people greeting you and 
cheering you on. It is. however, not all fun 
and glory. It is a· lot of hard work and 
preparation and the race itself is a lot of go, 
go, go. Get up early, go all day, with the 
driving and navigating plus the pit stops and 
etc. Hot enough sleep and no matter what, you 
must go on. I do not plan to do it again but I 
am happy to say that I did it. 

The 1929 roadster pickup did a 
magnificent job. llo problems at all. We had 
one flat on a freeway but we changed it in less 
than three minutes and made our next start time 
with 15 seconds to spare. We were on the edge 
of a tornado, and in very heavy rain. we 
encountered extreme heat and driving conditions 
and still no trouble. I only know of one other. 
car. a 1936 Chrysler Air Flow that did not have 
any troubles. Many. many of the cars had a lot 
of breakdowns and many. many more had 
overheating problems. Still, my little pickup 
kept going. I 'must say that I do not know of 
another mode 1 • A in any of the .. previous races as 
we 11 as • this one that made it a 11 the way 
without any problems, except mine. That jewel 
just ran and ran. The water temperature never 
got over 149 degrees even on the long hill 
climb out, of the Mojave Desert. Ueedless to 
say, I'm real proud. 

I did find out how to make a model A run 
and do it in a dependable way. 

The only thing that I was disappointed in 
was that we didn't win any money for the Happy 
Hill Farm, children's home. 

We .did place 9th and 7th but finished 24th 
overall. 

·----------------------------------------------
*** SAIi DIEGO IIATIOIIAL COIIVEtlTIOfl *** 

After the Great Race. we had to get back 
to San Diego and the 16th MAFCA IIAtional 
Convention. This was a fun filled Model A week. 
There were many fine model A's present. There 
were about a dozen Victorias there. Two were 
all original. We had a very nice Victoria 
meeting and picked up four new members. We 
tried to get the Victorias together for a photo 
session. like we did in Colorado, but only two 
showed up. I was busy with the MAFCA Board 
meeting and couldn't make it. 

---------------~----------------------------
1992 MAFCA IIATIOHAL COIIVEtlTIOII 

A 11 of you shou 1 d be informed that the 
1992 MAFCA Hational Convention will be hosted 
by the Dallas Model A Ford Club and that it 
will be held in the Dallas· area, specifically 
in Arlington. Texas which is half way between 
Dallas and Ft. Worth. We want all of you to 
come and bring the family. Also, do not leave 
your Victorias home. 

To those of you that are planning to come, 
you should join the Early Bird program. This is 
a series of newsletters telling you about 
things we plan to do during the convention, 
routes to take and many other interesting 
things that will be helpful to you. 

Send $7.50 to: Early Bird. P.O.Box 797402, 
Dallas. TX. 75379-7402. 

We also have nice "T" shirts and pins 
available. The Shirts are $8.00 and the pins 
are $3.50. If you would like any "T" shirts or 
pins, send your order to me and I'll see that 
you get it .. 



STOP LIGHT COLOR OF MODEL A'S 

A lot of you drive your Model A's like I 
do and do not like the yellow stop lights. 
There have been cases where the police will 
stop the cars and say that the lights are not 
correct. Without discussing the legal merits, I 
have come up with a way to keep the yellow 
authentic look and still have the red stop 
light. 

All you have to do is get a nice red piece 
of cellophane and cut it to fit in back of the 
yellow glass and glue or tape it into position. 
Remember the back is the inside of the glass. 
How, when you put on the brakes, you have a red 
stop light but it looks yellow when the light 
is not on. Satisfies everyone. 

AUSTRALIA 1992 CONVENTIOII 

In 1992, Australia is also having their 
Model A National Convention. If you are 
interested in going (with or without your Model 
A) write to: Model A Restorers' Club (W.A.) 
Inc., 12th llational Meet Committee, P.O.Box 42, 
Palmyra, Western Australia, 6157, Australia. 

JACK E. SIMMOIIS VICTORIA STORY 

Jack E. Simmons is a new member from 
Downey, CA. Jack wrote to say that he bought 
his Victoria in 1960 while he was in the Army 
in Seattle, Wa. He paid $300 for it from the 
grandson of the original owner. It has never 
been restored, although it did have new 
upholstery and a fresh paint job a year or two 
before he bought it. The Victoria was used in 
his wedding in 1969 and as his family grew, he 
brought each of his three children home from 
the hospital in it. He also drove each to their 
1st day of school in elementary, Jr. High and 
High School. On September 11 th, he took his 
youngest to her first day of High School. Jack 
purchased my spare model A engine I had built 
for the Great Race. 

MARC NEWSLETTER AWARD 

am proud and happy to inform the 
membership that for the second year in a row, 
the Victoria llewsletter has received an award 
from the Model A Restorers Club (MARC). Last 
year the newsletter received the NEWSLETTER 

AWARD OF MERIT. This year we moved up the 
ladder and received the IIEWSLETTER AWARD OF 
EXCELLEIICE. I certainly do appreciate the 
awards and it makes all the work worth all the 
trouble. I do appreciate receiving this award 
and my thanks to MARC for the recognition. 

-----------------------------------------------
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VICTORIA AREAS OF COIIFUSIOH 

There seems to be three main areas of 
confusion with regard to the Victoria. These 
are: The seats, the Leatherback top and the 
paint and striping. 

Don Ross has researched the seats and I am 
producing it in this newsletter. 

The seat brackets have been discussed and 
diagramed in previous newsletters but I will 
include the bracket designs in this newsletter 
mainly for . the new members. There were the 
early brackets which had three holes in an 
angle iron type bracket. The holes were to 
allow the three positions fore and aft of the 
seat. A rod went through the hole in the left 
bracket, then through the tube on the bottom of 
the seat and then through the corresponding 
hole in the right bracket. The early Victorias 
had this bracket on both the driver and 
passenger seats. Later, (and we have no date on 
this), they came out with a one hole bracket 
for the passenger seat. (I assume they felt 
that the adjustment of this seat was not 
necessary or else, it was cheaper.to make). As 
all of you know, FORD was always looking for 
cheaper ways to produce the cars. This may seem 
insignificant but over the entire car, any 
reductions could amount to quite a difference. 

About the time the indented firewall came 
out in 1931, and the advent of the A 400, FORD 
started to install the same sliding seat of the 
A 400, in the Victoria. The passenger seat 
bracket changed to the corresponding bracket 
used with the sliding driver seat. This bracket 
was connected from two eye type bolts on the 
bottom front of the passeng~r seat bottom and 
connected with two corresponding eye bolts in 
the floor cross member. If you have any seat 
brackets in your Victoria other that these, you 
do not have the correct brackets. 

LEATHERBACK TOP 

Since there is so much confusion on the 
Leatherback top, I am enclosing a six page copy 
from the Ford Service Bulletin page 521 thru 
526. This details the correct installation of 
the top material. 

We still have not come up with any 
material that even comes close to the original. 
I hope you enjoy reading this top installation. 

-----------------------------------------------



IIISURAIICE IIISURANCE 

am enclosing a copy of an article on 
Stated Value Automobile Insurance. Some of you 
might like to look into this. 

-----------------------------------------------
SILL TRACIIIG (OLD/IIEW) 

received a sill tracing from a new 
member, Mr. Brian Martin. In my newsletter 4-1 
page 3, I covered this. The small FORD is the 
late type sill and the large FORD is the early 
sill. We have a l o.t of new members and from 
time to time, I will be repeating items for 
their benefit. 

-----------------------------------------------

VICTORIA ASSOCIATIOII tlEWSLETTER 

The International Model A Ford Victoria 
Association newsletter is a Body Style Chapter 
of the Model A Ford Club of America and a Region 
of the Model A Restorers Club. The purpose is to 
aid its members in the authentic restoration of 
this (Victoria) particular body style. To 
achieve this purpose the newsletter is published 
by the Editor on a completely volunteer basis. 
It is written, edited, typed printed and mailed 
from 68 Windjalllller, Frisco, Tx. 75034. It is our 
intent to furnish you with as accurate 
information as possible. Reprint or quotes from 
this newsletter is granted, provided due credit 
is given. 

-----------------------------------

SLIDIIIG SEAT TRACK Ill L.A. AREA? 

If any of you in the Los Angeles area have 
a Victoria or 400 A, and have the sliding seat 
mechanism for the drivers seat, please contact 
a new member that would like to see the 
sliding mechanism, Vince Migliazzo, 6430 
Firebrand St., Los Angeles, CA. 90045 (213) 
776-5756 at home or (213) 337-7007) at the 
office. I know Vince will appreciate it. 

-----------------------------------------------
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WHAT"S COMIIIG Ill THE IIEXT IIEWSLETTER 

In the next newsletter, I plan to run a 
bit on the painting of the Victoria. I'll 
discuss the colors, where it is broken down as 
to body color and top color as well a the 
striping. I'll ask my friend Howard Barnes to 
do a diagram of the car so we can show just 
where the striping goes. 

Also in the next newsletter, I am going to 
include a very nice story and photos by a new 
member, Mr. V. Michael Weinmayr of Lexington, 
Massachusetts. I couldn't run it in this issue 
as this issue was a long one. 

Michael has a want ad in this issue, see 
if you can help him out. 

know you will enjoy his article as much 
as I did. 

ARTICLES??? STORIES???? 

want to ask that you send in stories of 
you and your Victoria as well as articles. 
Remember, I need all the help I can get putting 
together this newsletter. Once again, please 
put your name on the back of your photos and 
number them. I 1 i ke to run photos of your 
restorations and etc. 

This is the last newsletter until January 
of 1991 so I will take this opportunity to wish 
all of you a Merry Christmas and a Happy tlew 
Year. Take care with your Model A's and have 
fun restoring and driving them. 

Until next time, 

Charlie Viosca 



VICTORIA CLUB WANT AD POLICY 

The Victoria Association 
has a policy that want ad's 
are free to all members. There 
are many of you that are in 
the business of selling Model 
A Parts and I recorrvnend that 
you take advantage of this 
free service. I will not make 
up the advertisements for you. 
You have to send in what you 
want me to place in the 
newsletter. If you want an ad 
in each newsletter, send it in 
to me. You will notice that 
Steve Cannon has his wood ads 
in each newsletter. He is a 
member and he sends in his 
free want ads. 

WAIHED *** WAIITED 

Wanted: 31 Victoria 
frame. rear pan, rear 
lower skirt, seats, & complete 

,10od kit. Jim Icenhower, J 
Circle Park Ct., Mansfield, 
'X. 76U63-3210, (8'7} 

floor 

£ema..2_e Rear Seat Spring Clips 

The rear seat (female) 
sp,-ir,c; clips can be purchasec 
from: S & S Industries, 
Hartfield-Centralia Rd. 
Dewittville, NY. 14728 
fhe price is $15 each. 

(I have been senaing out 

thi5 address to memuers 
inquiring about the clips. The 
address is what I have been 
using but the name of the 
company is different). 

FOR SALE** FOR SALE 

Two early front seat 
backs, cost me $180 and will 
sell for $100 (both). 

Warren McWiliams 
603 Pheasant Dr. 
Harrisonville, MO. 64701 
(816) 884-4013 

4 FOR SALE** FOR SALE 

Victoria windshield frame 
Floor pan (excellent) 
Spare tire bracket 

Barry Loucks 
R. R. 112 
Kin~ City, Ontario 
LOG lKO 
Canada 

VICTORIA WOOD FOR SALE 

Leatherback and 
Steelback, also Model A & T, T 
series MG - HERSHEY SPACE 
GJ-237. Steve Cannon, 1418 NC 
150 W., Surrrnerfield, tlC. 

27358, (919) 643-7373. 

------------------------------
HEADERS & MAIIIFOLDS 

If any of you are 
interested in purchasing the 
downdraft manifold or exhaust 
headers for your Model A, 
contact: 

Auto Care & Restoration 
3824 Alma Ave. 
Redding, CA. 96002 
(916) 222-0228 

fh~ aowndraft manifold I 
1se,: on my '29 Pickup in the 
:;rei,, American Race. If you 
,.r· : 0 or call, tel 1 Pete 
w~s! 1er that I told you about 
them. 

HEMMIIIG"S WAPIT AD'S 

The September issue of 
HeTTTnings has some Victoria 
□ art~ for sale, P 7514, column 
~. 5th ad down: Victoria doors 
$100. Peter Small, 43 
Dartmoor, Yarmouthport, MA. 
02675, Ph: {508) 362-6574. 

P. 7516, column 2 down,· 
Ford Victoria rear seat, new 
SiJrir:gs, excellent, best 
offEr. (216) 65?-7970, OH. 

3 rd column, 7th down: 
Victoria riar·ts, 110S window 
riam;le, rt·ar tire 
pair rear bumper 
rear skirt. Walter 
Box 353, Pike, "H. 
(603) 989-5557. 

carrier, 

braces, & 
Rodimon, 

03780, Ph. 



WANTED: 5 
I am trying to assemble a late model 1931 steel top Victoria which I 
have owned for nearly 32 years. My goal is to achieve an 
attractive, non- show quality car on a minimum budget. I am 
looking for the following: 

[) I own a set of mixed front seats: a Victoria drivers seat 
without floor brackets, and Tudor passenger seat with brackets. 
Both have springs but no upholstery. 1-would like to swap the 
passenger side coupe seat, for one passenger side Victoria seat 
frame for one or visa-versa., so that I end up with a set of 
matching seats. 

[] One inside right quarter panel window frame. 
[] A bargain on one complete set of inside and outside door and 

window handles. 
[] Complete front and rear bumper sets, which need not be 

authentic 31 vintage. 
[] One complete set of shock absorbers. I have a milk carton full 

of shock parts, but nothing apparently serviceable. 
[] One set of door window glass patterns (if possible with the 

correct location for the metal channel). 
[] My interior is, and always has been totally stripped except for 

seat springs. Therefore I need a complete serviceable interior, 
new kit or used including all panels, and floor carpets. 

Parts can be used reasonable quality reproductions. Call Michael 
Weinmayr; Days (617)-227-5348, or Evenings (617)-862-9317 , 49 East 
Street, Lexington, MA 02143. or FAX (617) 492-2725. 

BUSI~ESS CARO WA~T AO"S 

Starting with this issue, 
I will now include a business 
card want ad section. If ar.y 
of you members have a business 
card and want to send it to me 
for the newsletter, please 
feel free to do so. I have 
included the f1rst one, 
Harry's Early Ford Parts. 

I hope that t~is proves 
beneficial to the members. 

~ HARRY'S 
EARLY FORD PARTS 

23i{[ & c:MJ[i£ dfany 

8175 WEST EVANS CREEK Ro. 
ROGUE RIVER. OR 97537 
(5031582·0526 

ORDER DESK 
1-800-833·2580 

Model A Restorers• Club (W.A.) Inc. - 12th National Meet Committee 
P.O. Box 42, Palmyra, Western Australia, 6157, Australia. 

(It that is too much to write, just M.A.R.C. and the address will still 2et to us). 
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.. This article is reprinted from.the A-400 tlewsletter, Phil Allen, Editor 7 

Rebuilding a Passenger Seat 
by Phil Allin - with assistance from Ron McIntosh 

) 

This original photo [courtesy of the Ford Arch!Yes. Dearborn, Ml) tells a 
1reat deal about the shape and construction of the Interior. 

A11 baterior riew of Jeff Rolllson's A-400 (11338), sbowl111 
the weathered but lnfonnat!Ye remains of the seat trim. 

After years of searching, you finally located that rare Model 
A you've always wanted. The price was high and the car was 
obviously incomplete, but you were determined to have it and 
restore it. 

Rebuilding the chassis and body was difficult, but not insur­
mountable. Now, as you begin to put the interior together, 
you must solve a problem you knew was coming but had put 
off thinking about - replacing a missing scat. You've scoured 
the swap meets and classified ads to no avail. The only seat 

This detail shot or the hinge bracket shows it Is held lo the wood base by 
two carriage bolts and the support peg bolt. The channel on the bottom of 
the backrest panel (left) holds a tack strip for the seat covering. 

you can find is not correct for your car. What do you do now? 
Ron McIntosh of Visalia, Calif. was faced with this prob­

lem as he worked on his 1931 Convertible Sedan. Like many 
restorers, he had decided to buy an interior assembled by 
LeBaron Bonney and have it installed by a local auto uphol­
sterer. At this stage Ron discovered that the passengt:r seat in 
his car was not correct. 

The seat in his car was the same width as the driver's seat, 
which seemed logical, but the original A-400 passenger seat 

The backrest hinge brackets are reinforced on the bottom of the wood 
base by this angle bracket. The bracket is slotted for nailing the seat 
co,,erln1 In place. Besms the carriage bolts and support peg, there ls one 
Rat bead screw. 
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The passenger seat frame consists or an oak base, two steel hinge brack• 
ets supporting the bac.k frame, and a sheet metal backrest panel riveted 
to the frame. ,The object in the foreground is only to hold the frame in 
position for photograpliing. 

was 1 ½ inches narrower. Closer examination showed that the 
seat had been adapted from some other model*. The only way· 
to make the upholstery fit was to rebuild the seat structure to 
the proper dimensions. 

Ron was fortunate to live close to Robert Shawl, another 
A-400 owner, who was willing to loan Ron an unrestored seat 
for disassembly and checking of the critical dimensions. The 
metal frame for _the seat back was reproduced by a local weld­
ing shop and. riveted to hinge brackets which had been 
modified to match the originals.- The. shop also duplicated the 
sheet metal panel and tack strip of the original.. 

Next, Ron photographed the springs ofShawl's car from all 
angles and recorded their dimensions. He· ordered new ones 
from Don Snyder (Snyder's Antique Auto Parts, New 
Springfield, Ohio), who now has the patterns for llny future 
orders. 

The seat base was fairly easy to duplicate from 3/4 inch 
oak. The pattern for the base is reproduced here. The eye 
bolts for mounting the seat to the floor brackets are also fairly 

• Body diagrams show the Convertible Sedan seats were 20 .. and 18 ½" wide 
al the lop front edge of the seal. Tudor scats were 19 .. wide. Victoria seats 
are· shown as I 7"' wide, but several different seats were used in Victorias 
during 1930 and 1931. Snyder's catalog shows the springs of the driver's and 
passengers seats different oil all Tudors and Briggs-built Victorias. 

8 

Here is a view or the seat assembly from the bottom. Note that the eye 
bolts on the front edge (right) are olfset from. the center. The finished seat 
base was covered with leatherette-faced cardboard. 

easy to make, as are the support "pegs" for the rear 'edge. 
The metal frame, back panel, and hinge brackets were 

painted in brown enamel to match the leather upholstery. The 
springs and eye bolts are black. The support pegs should be 
cadmium plated. 

The seat springs were attached to the base and seat back, 
and the cushions constructed of cotton batting, burlap, and 
muslin. The fit of the assembled uphplstery should be care­
fully checked and adjusted before final tacking in place. The 
tack strip of the seat back is finished off.with "hide-em welt" . 
Tlie seat base is finished with a leatherette-covered cardboard 
panel because it shows when the seat is fold~d forward. 

The original seats had four 3/4 inch brass v_ents at the lower 
edge of the seat back pleats. These are not includea in the kits. 
They are very similar to grommets used on canvas goods. 

We hope this description gives some encouragement anel 
direction to Restorer readers who are faced with a similar 
problem. We invite comments on this article and letters 
describing similar solutions to the problem of replacing or 
rebuilding Model A seats. tc@M~ 
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When the seat is completed, most or the structure is . .hidden by lhe 
upholstery. Only the hinges and support brackets are visible. 
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This information being given out by the International Model A 
Ford Victori·a Association with permission of Mr. 1 Don Ross. 

INTRODUCTION 

I 0 

19]0-31 FORD VICTORIA SEAT DETAILS 

by Donald M. Ross -
544 east Avenue J-1 
Lancaster Calif. 93535 

~ugust l, 1983 
(Rev. 10/1786) 

This reports on seat contours, dimensions and other information 
gathered from five 1930-31 Model-A Victorias 1 190A, equipped with 
original seats, front and rear. The group of 5 consisted of 2 leather 
backs, both of which were early Victorias (prior to July 1931), and 
3 metal backs, one of which was a late Victoria and 2 being "early". 
Of the 5 Victorias, one early metal back was very well preserved with 
original uphoistery intact; the 2 leather backs having been prize 
winners at national meets. Two of the 3 metal_ backs were in various 
stages of restoration. 

Also presented is a summary of the literature research conducted 
on the Victoria seats and seat components. The main objective of the 
literature research was to comfirm the findings that came from the 
examination of seats/seat hardware. 

This report was motivated by difficulties experienced in ordering 
and obtaining reproduction seat springs in the early 1980~s using 
supplier catalogs. Snyder's (12925 Woodworth Road, New Springfield, 
Ohio 44443) provided blueprints of all the combinations of seat springs 
that had been requested over a period of many years by Victora restorers. 
Resulting-from this report, a finar group of drawings (with manufactur­
ing details) was agreed upon which closely resemble original seat spring 
combinations. Admittedly, a finished re-upholstered seat using 
Snyder's springs gives a degree of firmness (cushion and backrest) 
that is greater than fowid in original seats. 

SUMMARY OF CONCLUSIONS/FINDINGS 
1. Recognizing the fact that the 2 front seats constitute a "set" 

(1 wide and 1 narrow), 2 designs of front seat sets were incorporated 
in production Victorias, 190A. One design was utilized from the start­
up in November, 1930, witil July, 1931, and the second design was 
used from July, 1931, until the end of production near the close of the 
year. The differences in design effect details of the seat springs, 
both the cushion springs and the back~est springs; the wooden ba~e of 
the cushions, the upholstery and the seat mounting hardware. Parts 
that are common to the 2 designs include the backrest metal frames 
{not including the tack-strip crossbar), the backrest supports (up­
right hinges), and the 4 seat rests (rear studs or posts). 

2. The most obvious features that distin~uish the early design 
from the late design of front seat sets are, (1) the upholstery "flap" 
that drapes behind the gap that exists from the cushion to the lower 
ed~e of the backrest, and (2) the adjustable slide mowit under the 
driver's seat. A more complete list of identifying features follows, 

EARLY SEAT IDENTIFIERS LATE SEAT IDENTIFIERS 
1. Solid wood cushion base. 

(with air holes) 
2. Cush 

1. Wooden frame cushion base 
(no center portion) 



1. 

2. 

J. 

4. 

.5. 

1 1 
EARLY SEAT IDENTIFIERS 

Solid wood cushion base. 
(with air holes) 

Cushion spring with flat base. 

Upholstery "flap" draped from 
backrest to cushion base. 
Large air gap (3-4") between 
cushion and backrest. 
Hinge rod/J-hole brackets under 
the driver's seat. 

1. 

2. 

J. 

4. 

.5. 

LATE SEAT IDENTIFIERS 

Wooden :fram cushion base. 
(no center portion) 

Cushion spring with dropped 
center base. 
No up~9lstery "flap". 

No air gap (essentially) 
between cushion and backrest. 

Adjustable slide mount 
under the driver's seat. 

NOTE: Seat spring schematic diagrams with primary 
dimensions and contours are in Attachment I. 

J. Victoria 190A bodies made by Briggs and 190A bodies by Murray 
used the same front seat design (for the appropriate period). 

4. A single design of rear seat (cushion/backrest) was incorpor­
ated in Victorial 90A bodie.s whether built by Murray or Briggs--
and whether "leather back" or "metal back" . 

.5. Seat nomenclature and restoration jargon has become somewhat 
conf'using. Examples ares Early front seats are the "high backs" 
while the late Victoria seats are "low backs"; and LeBaron Bonney, a 
major supplier of upholstery kits refers to the early seats as the 
"flap-hinge' type while the late Victoria seats are "drop center back". 
Further, both the early and late seats (driver's) are adjustable, 
according to Ford sales literature, in that the early seat design 
can be mov-ed into any of 3 positions by repositioning the-seat hinge rod 
into 1 of 3 holes in hinge brackets fastened to the floor. In con::trast, 
The Ford Body Parts List dated April 1, 1931, labels the early seat 
design as "stationary' and the late design as "adjustable". Truly, 
the late design with the slide mount under the driver's seat (same as 
19J1.Converµble Sedan, 400A) is more adjustable than is the early 
seat design. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Considerable conf'usion exists among Model-A Ford owners/restor­

ers and among suppliers of replacement parts as to what seats, seat 
components and attachment hardware was incorporated in 1930-31 pro­
duction Victorias, 190A. Part of the conf'usion stems :from the fact 
that Victoria bodies were made in 2 styles, {1) .,leather back" and (2) 
"metal back"--and by 2 body manufacturers, Briggs-and Murray. Then 
too, Briggs and Murray in 1928 and 1929 used front seats in Model-A's 
that differed for the 2 companies. Further, some owners have worried 
about "leather backs" having seats differing from those in the 
"metal bac.k" Victoria {which is not so). Very likely, fabricators of 
seat springs· have been given incorrect springs to copy fer the 1930-31 
Victorias--so after 50 years they have become confused about what 
goes in what. In fact, credibility is now a problem for anybody that 
discusses seats in the Model-A Victoria. 

Aside from the 1930-31 Victoria, types of Model-A bodies using 
a pair of folding front seats includes the 1928-29 TUDOR, 55A; 1930-31 
TUDOR, 55BStd; 1931 TUDOR, 55B DELUXE; 1928-29 "A" PANEL DELIVERY, 
79Ai 1930-31 "A" PANEL DELIVERY, 79B; 1928-29 "AA" PANEL DELIVERY, 85A; 
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19JO-J1 "AA" PANEL DELIVERY, 85Bi 1928-JO DELUXE DELIVERY, lJOAi 
19JO-J1 DELUXE DELIVERY, lJOBJ 19JO-Jl DELUXE PHAETON, 180A. Front 
seats from some of these body types have probably found their way into 
restored 1930-31 Victorias with new owners being convinced that the 
seats were Victoria production designs. 

VICTORIA SEAT DESIGNS AND APPLICATIONS 
The most understood set of front seats incorporated in production 

Victorias, 190A, is the design/construction adapted from the 400A, 
Convertible Sedan, and transferred to the Victoria production, July, 
19)1. This production change in the Victoria was announced in Ford's 
INSTRUCTION AND ASSEMBLY CHANGE LETTER.#12), dated June 19, 1931. 
Quoting, "The Passenger's and Driver's Seat Assemblies in the Victoria 
Model 190A bodies have been changed to same construction as now used 
in Convertible Sedan (400A) bodies. Shipments of Victorias with new 
passenger and driver's seats started to branches the week of 6-15-31." 
This does not me;m that 400A front seats with 400A upholstery carried 
over into the 190A production. The 400A had only one trim scheme, 
tan leather, and the Victoria had 3 (not leather). With adoption of 
the 4ooA front seat construction to the Victoria, the driver's seat 
became an adjustable slide-mounted seat using the 400A hardware. 
Prior to July, 1931, both front seats were hinge-mounted to the floor. 

Regardless of the date of manufacture, the Victoria front seat 
arrangement consists of a wide driver's seat {nominally 20 inches 
wide, upholstered), and a narrow passenger's seat {nominally 18½ 
inches wide, upholstered). With the 400A front seat construction, 
only the passenger's seat tilts forward at the floor-hinge anchor to 
provide accessibility to the rear seat. The 190A driver's seat is 
nominally 1½ inches wider than the passenger's at all corresponding 
points/stations. 

Adoption of the 400A front seat construction to the 190A in 
July, 1931, is discussed in THE MODEL A--AS HENRY BUILT IT, by George 
De Angelia, et.al. 

~nearly Victorias {pre-July, 19J1), the driver's seat is hinged 
to the body floor using two "J-hole" brackets fastened to the floor 
cross-sill and carrying a 16 J/4 inches long rod that allows the seat 
assembly to be repositioned from hole to hole for driver comfort. 
A similar mounting arrangement was used under the passenger's seat, 
and "original early Victorias" have also been noted with "1-hole" 
brackets fastened to the floor under the passenger's seat. The "1-hole" 
bracket can be deduced from Ford's Body Parts List, dated April 1, 1932. 
The "J-hole"bracket does not appear to be listed. Unfortunately, the 
List fails to mention other front seat anchor hinge parts including 
the rod holder (tubular) fastened to the underside_of the seat base 
wood (both seats in early Victorias). Front seat anchor hinge parts 
that are listed in the Body Parts List, dated April 1, 19J2 include, 

A-181J80 Bracket (passenger seat sill) R.H.-190A 
A-181)81-.B:racket (passenger seat sill) L.H.-190A 
A-181388-A Rod (front seat hinge)-180A, 190A 
A-45482-A Nut (front seat hinge rod)-180A, 190A Note, Also on wind -

shield swing arm. 
A-57697 Bracket (passenger seat sill)-55B DELUXE, 190A, 400A 
A-57708 Pin (passenger seat hin~pivot)-55B DELUXE, 190A, 400A 
A-57686 Bracket (passenger seat frame)-55B DELUXE, 190A, 400A 
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Notes These latter J parts group to form the passenger seat 
anchor hinge in late 1931 Victorias. 

The first 2 parts liste4 above are deemed to be the "1-hole" brackets 
since a left-hand item and a right-hand item are required. The 
"J-hole" bracket (single part number) fits as either a left-hand or a 
right-hand item. Interestingly, the Parts List does include a minor 

s~eet metal part used to keep the rod-holder (early Victorias) bolts, 
Jin number, from falling out of their holes in the wood base after 
the upholstery is in place (seat cushion). This minor part is 
A-181402 Retainer (drivers and passengers seat hinge bolt)-190A. 

Initially, the interior trim schemes for the 1930-31 Victorias 
consisted of Brown Mohair and Bedford Cord. The latter was replaced 
by Broadcloth starting April 1, 1931. Thus the early type seats were 
produced with Brown Mohair, Bedford Cord, or with Tan Broadcloth, 
depending on the month of manufacture. Correspondingly, 400A seat 
construction would have appeared only with Brown Mohair or Tan Broad­
cloth in the Victorias. The Body Parts List, dated April 1, 1932, 
confirms thiss 

,A DESIGNA-192450-F Seat (drivers) Asay-complete-Tan B~oadcloth, 190A-adjustable 
A-192450-G Seat (drivers) Asay-complete-Brown Mohair, 190A-adjustable 

'LY 190A A-192450-AR Seat (drivers) Asay-complete-Brown Mohair, 190A-stationary 
;ESIGN A- 192450-BR Seat (drivers) Asay-complete-Bedford Cord, 190A-stationary 

. A-192450-CR Se~t (drivers) Asay-complete-Tan Broadcloth, 190A-stationry 

If in fact the leather back Victoria production ceased at the end 
of April, 1931, as.inferred on page 227, HENRY'S LADY by Ray Miller, 
relatively few of the lea-ther backs would have appeared with the Tan 
Broadcolth- trim scheme. By the same token, no leath~r back Victorias 
would have been delivered with the 400A front seat design/construction_. 

Relative to seat springs, very little literature exists regarding 
this item. This important component of Model-A seat assemblies is not 
reflected in the Body Parts Lists. Perhaps seat springs were not market­
ed by the Ford Dealers. 

Attachment I provides inf'ormation on Victoria seat springs 
obtained by studying/measuring original physical articles, both front 
seat and rear seat springs in early and late Model-A Victorias 
(including leatherbacks and metal backs). Conf'irmation of this in­
formation would probably have to come from the Ford Archives, if 
documentary confirmation is at all possible. 

Regarding the rear seat in the 1930-31 Victorias, it consists 
mainly of a seat _cushion and a backrest. _In the Body Parts List, the 
back-rest falls-under the nomenclature of "cushion", 

A-192800-A Cushion {rear seat) assy-complete-Brown Mohair'.'."'190A 
A-192800-BR Cushion (rear seat) assy-cornplete-Bedford Cord-190A 
A192800-C Cushion (rear. seat) assy.~complete.-.Tan Broadcloth-190A 

A-192900-A Cushion (rear seat back) assy-complete, (etc• , etc•) 
A-192900-BR Cushion (rea- seat back) assy-cornplete, (etc., etc.) 
A-192900-C Cushion (ref!X seat back) assy-cornplete, (etc.) 

The rear seat is designed with the back-rest hinged to the rear 
floor pan near the rear frame cross sill. This allows the back-rest to 
be pulled forward from the top to gain access to the storage space in 
the .. bustle". 

The hinged back-rest is held in place by a catch and a spring, 
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A-192921 Catch (fear seat back frame) male-190A, 400A 
A-153740 Spring rar seat back frame catch) asay-190A, 400A 

A pull strap is located at the top center of the back-rest to assist 
in swinging the back-rest forward. These pull straps match the 
particular trim scheme. 

The lower rear edge of the rear seat cushion assembly is "arched 
up" to clear the hump that exists in the rear cross-frame member. 
This frame hump protrudes up through a 20"x 5" slot in the floor pan. 
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Description and Installation Instructions of 
Victoria Coupe Top Material 

The top material used on the new Victoria Coupe is a pyroxylin coated double 
texture fabric having an attractive fabric grain and printed µattern. 

Covering the side and back quarters with this quality fabric acids to the attrac­
tiveness of the body and gives the car the appearance of a custom built job . 

. In the manufacture of the Victoria Coupe top the two side quarters and the 
top are first cut and then sewed togeth~r ready for mounting on the body. 
\Vhen installed it has the appearance of a one piece job. 

So that mechanics ,viii be thoroughly familiar with how this new top is 
installed, we are describing it below: 

INSTALLING NEW TOP DECK 
ON VICTORIA COUPE 

Care must be used when removing the old 
deck to prevent any possibility of marring the 
body finish. Be sure to remove all old tacks. 

To install the new top deck, place the deck 
over the hack of the hody, sliding it forward 
towarrls front of car. The rear encl of the deck 
is attached first. To locate the correct posi­
tion at which to attach the new deck to the 
body, tirst locate the center of the rear winrlow 
at both top and bottom of ~vindow. Next 
measure 21¼" to both the right and left of 
the center line al. bottom of window, and 
mark the body with a piece of chalk. (Sec 
Fig. I 050.) Al the top of the window measure 
off 22¼" and mark t.he body in the same 
manner. (See Fig. 1050.) The locating points 
;1l the top of the window are l" further apart 
than at the bottom, due to the radius at the 
upper corner of the body. 

Fig. 1050 

Both bottom corners of lop deck are nc:d 
attached, using two 12 oz. tacks at each 
corner, -and lining up the curtain with the 
markings. "Make certain that both tacks go 
through the 3 layers of cloth at the seam so 
as to stand the pull when stretching top into 
place. All tacks must be placed in the 
perforated grooves so that the binding will 
cover the tacks. (See Fig. 1050.) Next tack the 

upper end of back curtain, using four 12 oz. 
tacks at each side. (See Fig. 1051.) Then start­
ing at outer seam, slit the corner of the hack 
curtain to within approximately l½" of end 
of groove. (See Fig. 1051.) This prevents tear­
ing when stretching curtain towards front of 
body. Trim off surplus stock close to the 
tacks at top of back curtain. This must be 
done before tacking down rear corner of top 
deck. Pull rear corner of top deck downward 

Fig. 1051 

so there will lw apprnximately I h" lap over 
an<l the scams in the upper deck line up 
exactly with the seams in the rear curtain. 
(See Fig. 1052.) 

After tacking down both rear corners of 
upper deck, locate center line at f.ront end of 

Fig. 1052 
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body and measure 20½" on each side (1f 
center line and mark body at that point. 
(See Fig. 1053.) Next line up the seams in the 
top deck with these markings and pull 
forward on both front corners (one corner at 
a time) until all wrinkles are smoothed out, 
then tack the corners down with two 12 oz. 
tacks. The seams must follow the contour 
of the roof. 

Fig. 1053 

Pull rear quarter down as tightly as pos­
sible, making certain that all wrinkles are 
removed, then tack down with six 4 oz. tacks 

Fig. 1054 

at outer corners. (See Fig. t 054.) Both rear 
quarters are tacked down in this manner. 

Stretch sides and pull top deck forward and 
downward until all ,vrinkles disappear. The 

Fig. 1055 

top deck must be drawn down very tightly 
when performing thisoperatiun. (See Fig. I OSS.) 
Then tack down with four 6 oz. lacks along 

Fig. 1056 

edge of deck. Both sides must be tacked in 
this manner. Next tack all the way around 
the outer edge. The lower edge of the back 
curtain is then tacked down, also the lower 
edge of the slit section .of back curtain. 

Fig. 1057 

Next tack down the upper edge in the same 
way. (Sec Fig. 1056.) Tacks must be very 
close together at these corners. (See Fig. l 057 .) 

Next pull upper edge of back curtain very 
tight until all wrinkles have disappeared, con­
stantly pulling forward while installing each 
tack, then trim off surplus stock as shown in 
Fig. 1057. 

Trim off surplus stock all the way around 
the tacked section, trimming as closely to the 
tacks as possible. (See Fig. 1058.) Next tack 
down the front end of the top deck, starting 
at the center and working outward. (See Fig. 
1059.) Do not trim off surplus stock at front 
end until after moulding is installed. 
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Fig. 1058 
Stretch rear end of top deck towards rear 

and tack down as shown in Fig. 1060, then trim 
off surplus stock dose to the edge of the 
tacks. 

Fig. 1059 
The hack ,vindow is next cut out, leaving 

;ihou t 1 1,.~" of stock all the wav around the 
edge of th~ back window. A sharp knife is used 
for performing this operation.· (See Figs. 1061 
and 1062.) 

Next slit each corner of hack window. At 

Fig. 1060 

Fig. 1061 
the corners the slits should not he over ~:i" 
apart and as a starter they should not be over 
l" deep. (See Fig. l 063.) This operation :s very 
important. If not correctly performed, it will 
necessitate replacement of the deck. If neces­
sary to lengthen the slot when lacking down, 

:t~:1~~,1 i!~:.r~~it11!~1t'f.i\tlt; 
"',I•...:~.~~-~ t • ~"~ ',/.}i_ ?'Jr1"",!..; l.~;.c ~ ijj ,: 

Fig. 1062 
use a knife. These slits must not show from 
the outside after back window is tacked in. 
Figure l 064 shr,ws hack window tacked in 
pbce. 

The hi11di11g is next installed. Due to the 
possibility of striking the head of the tacks 

:I?:~f1P;0~~~-•<,_, 
f-,: ·~~~~~ 

~ ~· 

Fig. 1063 
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Fig:. 1064 

underneath the top material when tacking on 
the binding, time will he saved by first punch­
ing the holesfor the binding. (See Fig. 1065.) 
Next inst.all upper binding, using 12 oz._ tacks. 
Position binding over tack line where top deck 
and rear curtain arc tacked together, lining up 

Fig. 1065 

lower seam 011 binding with tacks already 
installed. Pnsitinn the binding about !-1" 
hack from end of groo\'e. (Sec Fig. 1066.) 
Place several tacks in binding, then stretch 
tight and tack opposite ·sides of binding as 
shown in Fig. 1066. Next fold the binding 

Fig. 1066 

Fig. 1067 

over and press it down tightly until a smooil1 
surface is ol,tained. :\ hammer ;111d fibre or 
h;1rdwond block are used for this purp,,sc. 
(See Fig-. 1067.) Biwlin~ dip A-l!l'.?110 is tht"11 
placed at each end of binding. (Se\: Fig. 1 O<i~. \ 

Fig-. 1068 

.:\ext install lower binding. Locate correct 
position----mcasun~ 1:!" from upper moulding. 
(See Fig. 106~.) Then peel hack binding and 
cut-off !,:," of the rubber section of che bind in!-!: 
to allm{· <~nd of drip moulding to tit down sn111.d~· 

Fig. 1060 
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Fig. 1070 

over the end of the binding. Start tacking at 
the 13N mark, pulling the binding tight and 
working downward. \,\'hen you get down to 
the curve in the body, crowd the binding to 
allow it to wrinkle as shown in Figure 1068. 
Unless this is done the binding will not lie 

Fig. 1071 

smooth when folded back. Next tack binding 
around to rear curtain seam, then stretch over 
to the opposite side and tack in place as pre­
viously described .. After the tacking opera­
tion is completed, fold the binding back and 
flatten down, using a hammer and fiber block 

• Fig. 1072 

Fig. 1073 

in the same manner as shown in Fig. l 067. llse 
edge of fibre or wooden block at corners 
where binding is tacked. • 

Figure 1069 shov.•s upper and lower bindin~ 
installed. 

Next install drip moulding retainer. Place 
moulding retainer in position on 12½" mark 
on binding. (See Fig. 1068.) See that lower 
edge of retainer is tlush against the upper edge 
of door header. Then nail retainer in place, 

FILE AND SAND MOULDING 

~~j: ;;~1$~~:Yt+~~~j_')f J ·~ 

Fig. 1074 

using 1" flat head nails and spacing the nails 
every fifth hole, then go over each nail with a 
nail set. This is important. (See Fig. 1070.) 
After installing drip moulding retainer on both 
sides of body, install drip moulding. This 
moulding snaps over the retainer. A rubber 
mallet is used for installing. (See Fig. 1071.) 

After installing moulding, place the %" 
screw (removed from the old job) at front rnd 
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Fig. 1075 

of moulding. ancl a l" screw at rE'ar end of 
moulding. (Sec Fig. I 072.) :\lext install front 
roof rn~mlding, placing moulding over tack 
!me at lront of deck, ,111cl making certain that 
both ends of the front moulding touch the 
:-Irip moulding. Start nailing the front mould­
mg at center, and work outward so that 
moulding can be lined up as the nails are 
driven _in. The nails must be set all the way 
down m the groo\'e. A flat pointed punch 
can be used for this purpose. After nailing 
down moulding, pull the edges of the mould­
ing together so that the nails do not show. 
The fibre or wooden block and hammer arc 
used for this purpose as shown in Fig. 1067. 

Cut out ends of roof moulding about -h" 
above drip moulding to prc,·ent any possi­
bility of squeak a hack saw is used for this 
purpose. (See Fig. 1073.) The moulding 
shoulcl then be tiled down and sanded from 
seam in the top deck down to the-drip mould­
ing. (Sec Fig. 1074.) 

iw.,~-

'.J.~~~\:.?~;: 
' ;~ . ' '. . ' . • 

Fig. 1076 

Fig. 1077 

Next trim off the surplus t()p deck mall'ri;1] 
a:~ close to the moulding af' possible. (Sec 
F•1g. 1075.) Use a sharp knife to pre\'e11-t 
ragged edges. Next seal the cdgcs of the front 
roof moulding from seam - to seam (see Fig. 
1076), also seal rear upper binding in the same 
way. .(See Fig. 1077.) The sealing fluid in 
sea1:1 should be about -h" wide. A special 
scaling fluid 1s used for thi-s purpose. The fluid 
can be ob~ained direct from the Dolphin Paint 
:3-n? Varnish Co., Toledo, Ohio. It is put up 
111 noth large and small cans. Fig. 10i8 shm\-; 
the completed job. , 

Fig. 1078 

CLEANING VICTORIA COUPE 
TOP MATERIAL 

A good grade of saddle soap or iw,ry soap 
worked into a lather and applied with a sponge 
or soft cloth will clean the majority of these 
tops satisfactorilv. Carbon tetra chloride can 
also be used witli very good results if care is 
used in :tpplying it. To use it, moisten a soft 
cloth with the chloride, then rub the soiled 
spot very lightly. Do not apply too much 
pressure or it will remove the grain from the 
material. 
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Stated Value Automobile Insurance 

(It's not what you think it is!) 

Editor's Note: If yo11 own a classic or antique car, then this 
article is 11111st readi11g. 

CENTREVILLE, VIRGINIA, March 14, 1990 - Instead of 
purchasing a standard indemnity insurance policy for your 
classic or antique car, did you decide to pay an additional 
premium and purchase a stated value policy? Anything to 
prevent having to hassle with the claims people. Right? 
After all, your agent said they would pay the stated amount 
in the event of a total loss. Right? WRONG! WRONG! 
WRONG! If any of this sounds familiar you may have been 
mislead by one of the most widespread misconceptions that 
exists today in the automobile insurance industry. 

Background 

In 1985 Mr. J. Bradley Flippin of Centreville, Virginia, pur­
chased a $3,000 stated value policy from Nationwide for his 
1965 Mustang Coupe. Just to be sure there was no misunder­
standing, he asked the agent to be very specific as to how a 
claim would be handled in the event of a total loss. The agent 
reassured him he would receive the stated value amount in 
the event of a total loss. "You 111ea11 if I have a total loss they will 
write me a check for $3,000?" Mr: Flippin asked. "Well, 11ot 
exactly," replied the agent. "You will have to prove you have that 
much in the car. Then, yes, theyu;ill pay the $3,000. I recommend, 
howeuer, you keep all your receipts and be ready to submit them if 
the need euer arises." That seemed fair enough. Mr. Flippin 
was required to bring the car by the agent's office so he could 
inspect it and photograph it for the file. Mr. Flippin paid 
about $205 for six months of. basic coverage, including the 
$3,000 stated value declaration (A standard idemnity policy 
on the same car would have cost only about $175). 

Claim Time 

On July 29, 1989 Mr. Flippin neglected to watch the green left 
turn light at an intersection and turned directly in the path of 
an oncoming car. The impact was so great his head shattered 
the passenger's side window. (Moral: Wear your seat belts.) 
The claims adjuster declared the car a total loss, so Mr. 
Flippin sent him a copy of all the receipts for the restoration 
work, which to date had totaled about $5,500. The adjuster 
said he was willing to settle for $900. "Nine hundred 
dollars!"exclaimed Mr. Flippin. "What happened to the $3,000 
stated ml11e for which I have bee11 paying additional premiums?" 

"Oh,I don't know anything about that. I only settle thee/aims. You 
will haiie to talk to someone else about that," was his reply. But 
he did say he would be willing to consider any other informa­
tion that might be provided to him. "If I can get an appraisal 
showing the car was worth $3,000, would that be enough?" The 
agent replied with, "Well, we will certainly take it into considera­
tion." He was about'as non-committal as one could be. 

Research 

At this point Mr. Flippin decided to do some research. He 
began by reading his policy, which nobody ever reads. 
(Have you read yours?) The basic policy said Nationwide 
would pay " .. the actual cash value of the property ... at time of 

loss ... " (This is the way all standard indemnity policies read.) 
Nationwide's Virginia Endorsement 2004 (Stated Amount 
Insurance) replaced the wording in the "Limit of Liability" 
section with words saying they would pay the lesser of " .. .the 
stated amOll!J.l in the declaration or the actual cash vallle of the 
stolen or damaged property ... " The words at time of loss were not 
there. They had been dropped. This appeared to be reason­
able because the value of the car had been agreed to in 
advance. Thus, the value of the property at the time of loss was 
really not an issue (or so he thought). 

The Nationwide claims adjuster, and Nationwide itself, would 
have nothing to do with that interpretation. Although no one 
could explain why the words were missing, Nationwide 
maintained that it really did not matter. Their position was 
simple: Nowhere in the contract (policy) did it state Nation­
wide would pay the stated amount in the event of a total loss. 
Mr. Flippin considered this wording to be ambiguous and, 
although the claims adjuster agreed, he would not change his 
position. 

Stated Amount 

Additional research revealed there are, in fact, two types of 
stated polices. One is a stated amount policy in which the 
premium is based on an amount stated by the insured. 
Losses, however, are still based on the actual cash value 
(ACV) of the property at the ti.me of loss, but not to exceed the 
stated amount. To pay the stated amount automatically 
would create a moral hazard in that policy holders could 
overvalue their cars, thus making a profit. This is contrary to 
the basic principle of indemnity which is to restore a person 
to the position they were in before the loss. (Mr. Flippin 
contends, however, Nationwide effectively removed the 
moral hazard by having their agent inspect the car prior to is­
suing the policy.) 

Stated Value 

The other is a stated value policy, which is a true valued type 
of policy where both parties agree, in advance, as to the value 
of the property. In the event of a total loss, the company will 
pay the full face value of the policy. It turns out this is an 
Inland Marine type of policy generally used with works of 
art, boats and other marine equipment. There are a few com­
panies, however, that do offer it as an automobile policy. 
This difference may be the reason for the wide misconcep­
tions about stated value policies. Mr. Flippin asked eleven 
different Nationwide agents how the company would settle 
a stated value policy. None of them corrected him hy saying 
they were actually stated amount policies, five of them said 
the company would pay the full stated amount and five of 
them· did not know. Only one actually knew the company 
would not pay the stated amount in the event of a total loss. 
He said he chose not to sell that type of policy because the 
insured pays an additional premium and receives no addi­
tional protection. In fact, theinsured receives less protection. 
The standard indemnity policy pays the ACV at the time of 
the loss with no limit on the company's liability. The stated 
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amount policy still pays the ACY at the time of the loss, but 
the company's liability is limited to the stated amount. For 
example: Assume a car has an ACY at time of loss of $10,000. 
For an $8,000 stated amount policy, the company would only 
oav $8,000, where they would pay the full $10,000 under a 
~ta'ndard indemnity policy. The insured pays an additional 
premium for the "privilege" of limiting the insurance 
company's liability. 

Suit Filed 

Discussions with various levels of Nationwide were of no 
avail. The Nationwide claim adjustor's supervisor finally 

• said, "There is no way I am going to pay $3,000 for that car unless 
directed to do so by my superiors or a j11dge." So, on October 13, 
1989 Mr. Flippin filed suit in the General District Court of 
Fairfax County for $7,000 ($3,000 for the car plus $4,000 
punitivedamages). ThecasewasheardonFebruarylS, 1990. 
He represented himself and did not do too well. The judge 
awarded him only $1,500, which was the low value listed in 
the current CPI (Cars of Particular Interest) guide and dis­
missed the punitive damages portion of the case. He, unfor­
tunately, based his opinion on the value of the car at the time 
of loss. As a result, Mr. Flippin has appealed the case to the 
Circuit Court of Fairfax County in an effort to confirm, in a 
court of record, his allegations the policy is ambiguous and 
Nationwide practiced constructive fraud by saying the pol­
icy would do one thing but settling it differently. (A trial date 
had not been set as of the date of this printing. The results will 
be reported in a future version of this flyer.) 

fegal Precedence 
. . 
i There is legal precedence for both of these positions. With 
respect to ambiguity (a breach of contract), they are always 
decided against the drafter. In addition, there is the doctrine 
of reasonable expectation. The courts interpret an insurance 
policy to mean what a reasonable buyer would expect it to 
mean, even though the actual words may say something else. 
The Virginia Supreme Court has held as far back as 1887 that 
ambiguities are to be decided in favor of the insured (more 
recently St. Paul Ins. v. Nusbaum & Co., 227 Va. 407). As for 
the constructive fraud portion (a tort), the Virginia Supreme 
Court has clearly defined the five elements that constitute 
constructive fraud in Nationwide Ins. Co. v. Patterson 229 
Va. 627. In addition, punitive damages usually cannot be 
found in a breach of contract " .. r111less there is an i11depe11de11t 
and ,l'illf11l tort .. ," in which case a joinder is permitted (Kalmer 
Corp. v. Haley, 224 Va. 699 and t_he Code of Virginia §8.01-
272). 

Advice To Other Owners 

If you currently have (or have had in the recent past) a total 
loss against such a policy and they did not pay the full stated 
amount, it is recommended you run (do not walk) to your 
nearest lawyer and show him this flyer. There is a possibility 
you may have grounds to recover the full amount. If you 
have a stated value policy and have not yet suffered a loss, it 
is suggested, in the strongest possible terms, that you read it, 
paying particular attention to the section entitled "limits of 

liability." The words STATED AMOUNT on the declaration 
page is a red flag. Read the respective endorsement very 
carefully (in the case of Nationwide in Virginia, it is their En­
dorsement 2004 entitled "Family Automobile Policy- Stated 
Amount Insurance"). More than likely, it is based on ISO 
form E167 which states: 

"The limit of the company's liability for loss shall be the lesser of: 
(a) the stated amount shown in the Declarations, 
(b) tlze actual cash value of the stolen or damaged property, or 
(c) the amount necessary to repair or replace the stolen or 

damaged property." 

Unless it is was written by one of the few companies issuing 
such policies, you probably will find the policy does not say 
the company will automatically pay the stated amount in the 
event of a total loss. In addition, discuss this with your agent 
immediately. Ask the following questions: 

1) Will the policy, in fact, pay the stated amount in the 
event of a total loss? 

2) If no, why did you buy it? 
3) If yes, have him show you where it says that in the 

policy. 
4) Will the company insure the same car under a stan­

dard indemnity policy? 
5) If so, what would be the premium? 
6) What additional consideration are you receiving by 

paying the additional premium? 

Final Recommendations 

The best recommendation was from an independent agent 
who admitted such policies were ripoffs when sold to those 
looking fora valued policy. He said the best thing a person can 
do is use the cheaper standard indemnity policy and main­
tain a portfolio on the car in question. Include a complete set 
of close up and detailed photographs, a current appraisal 
from someone qualified in that type of car (and does not sell 
them), and a collection of clippings from car magazines and 
newspapers showing the current market prices for cars of the 
same type and condition along with copies of all receipts 
related to the car. 

Another alternative is to obtain insurance from one of the few 
companies writing valued types of policies. Only four such 
companies have been found to date: Central Mutual, Chubb, 
Midwestern Indemnity and Zurich-American. 

Remember, have your agent show you, in writing, where it 
says the insurance company will pay the stated amount in 
the event of a total loss. 

This flyer is being distributed in an effort to educate 
readers about "stated value" policies. Readers are urged 
to pass this on to others who might have such a policy. 
This flyer may be freely copjed for any non-profit use. 

If you have a stated value policy with Nationwide, have 
been told the same thing and live in Virginia, then please 
contact the author as he would like to discuss it with you. 

© 1990 by J. Bradley Flippin, P.O. Box 1252, Centreville, Virginia 22020-1252, 703-631-6078 



This car has quite an air 
filter on it. Don't know what 
it is from but it is not Model 
A. 
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Mr. Rod Mc McMullin oF 
Brisbane, Australia is a new 
member and has sent photos and 
questions about his new 
Victoria. At the left, you 
will see the car with strips 
on the fenders. llo, Rod, the 
strips are not origjnal. He 
also asks if it is a Murray or 
Briggs. Since we have never 
found a Briggs Victoria, we 
can assume that it is a 
Murray. By the way, the 
headlight buckets and lenses 
appear to be V-8 not Model A. 

This Victoria came from 
Canada and ha.s a Ca.nadi an 
engine number which was 
August.September of 1930. The 
Cowl Lights are original but 
the lenses are not Model A. 
llote the horns on this car 
which are not original. 
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I have really studied the 
interior shot to try to 
determine if the door and 
window handles are original. 
While they look similar, I 
think they may be V-8 Just 

•. look at that heater. While it 

is not original it might be 
worth restoring and using in 
the winter. 
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This photo shows that the 
Victoria does not have 
original door handles outside. 
The inside shots show they are 
not original either. You will 
notice that this car has a 
1931 Radiator but the splash 
aprons and fenders are 1930. 
We all know that the Vi~torias 
were supposed to be 1931 but 
Ford used up his stock and 
this is an e_xample by having 
the 30 parts mixed with the 
1931. 

This rear view shows the 
Victoria with Alberta, Canada 
license plates. All of the 
rear window wood is missing 
as well as the window frames. 
If any of you have the rear 
window items for sale, please 
write to Rod McMullin, 29 
Eagle St., Victoria Point 
4165, Brisbane. Queensland. 
Australia. 
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Here is a photo of my 
1929 Roadster pickup when we 
came across the finish line at 
Disneyland. Howard Barnes is 
driving and I am navigating. 
Even though it was a lot of 
work, it was a lot of fun too. 


